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President’s Message
by Dean Ford

A s I w r i t e m y f a l l 
newsletter message, I am 
in Manitoba enjoying some 
fishing on the Winnipeg 
River.  This is the area that 
Veronica's Onkel George 

trapped and lived (Spring AncesTree 2017 
story).  If anyone is curious, there haven't been 
that many mosquitoes.  I hope everyone had a 
great summer and found some time for family 
research.  

Veronica and I were able to do some research 
on my side of the family in the Hudson Valley 
area of New York state during our travels.  It 
was interesting seeing the area where my 
family lived in the early 1700's.  Maybe there is 
a presentation somewhere in my future! 

President’s Message continues Page 2 

The	 thing	 that	 interests	 me	 most	 about	 family	
history	 is	 the	 gap	 between	 the	 things	 we	 know	
about	our	families	and	the	reali:es.		

Jeremy	Hardy,		Bri:sh	Comedian	(1961-)	
author	of	My	Family	and	Other	Strangers
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President’s Message continued from page 1

I would like to thank all the executive and Gloria 
Saunders for keeping things going while I have 
been away.  I know Maureen Wootten has been 
busy emailing upcoming speakers and I also 
know that Sharon Davison has been setting up 
round table discussions.  

Thank you to our members who have come 
forward to host a round table discussion.  Many 
members have stated how informative the 
discussions have been and have requested 
repeats or longer sessions on the subjects.  If 
anyone has an idea for a discussion, please let a 
member of the executive know.  Your discussion 
needs to be only fifteen minutes and can be on 
any subject. 

I wish I had been able to attend Pat Rosson's 
September 18th presentation. As well as other 
members, I have family who lived in the prairie 

provinces in the early 1900's. It is always helpful 
to hear from others where they have found 
information. I am looking forward to hearing Mary 
Kathryn Kozy speak in October.  Please check out 
Page 19 of this issue or our NFHS website for 
further information.  In November there will be 
presentations from members commenting on their 
experience during WWII.  Of course, don't forget 
our annual social afternoon December 10th at 2:00 
pm.  This has been a fun event in the past and 
well attended.  

Finally, a reminder to all members to 
check the queries board during our monthly 
meetings.  You never know when you can help out 
fellow members with their research.  Also, your 
executive is always looking for volunteer help with 
the 50/50 and coffee setup or cleanup.  As the 
saying goes, “Many hands make for light work.”

Dean Ford

Currently, our collection of over 1700 titles is split 
with some titles in our mini library at Beban Park 
while the rest of the volumes are in storage at 
members’ homes. The latter storage is causing 
some difficulties, so earlier this year an ad hoc 
committee consisting of two executive members 
and one regular member has been meeting to 
address the situation. All aspects of book storage 
from maintaining the status quo, to securing a 
space for our collection, to discarding our 
collection are being explored.  A full report with 
recommendations hopefully will be ready by the 
end of this year.

Ideally, the committee hopes through community 
support to secure a location that can house all our 
books and allow members to  peruse and borrow 

titles once or twice a month.  Our ad hoc 
committee has begun to approach community 
businesses to see if we can secure a site about 
20 feet X 20 feet or somewhat larger for a nominal 
rental amount. We may also approach the 
community and our members for assistance in 
establishing a rental fund.

If you have contact with a 
c o m m u n i t y - m i n d e d 
business that has space 
suitable for our needs (easy 
accessibility, for example, is 
important) please contact 
an executive member with 
your ideas. 

NFHS CO-OP FUND RAISER

Don’t forget to use our membership number 
when you visit a Mid Island CO-OP! 

In 2017, members helped to raise $189.00 for 
NFHS. Well done!

BOOK STORAGE/LIBRARY NEWS

http://nanaimofamilyhistory.ca/event/october-15-2018-general-meeting/
http://nanaimofamilyhistory.ca/event/october-15-2018-general-meeting/
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 GENEALOGY NEWS IN BRIEF

LIBRARY AND ARCHIVES CANADA

• personnel records from WWI have now been completely digitized. These files contain 
correspondence and service records, not merely attestation papers. References to families are 
abundant. Look for a PDF format Digitized Service File link on an individual serviceman’s page.

• LAC has updated its census pages with an expanded finding aid. Finding Aid 300: Other Census 
and Related Documents (1640-1945) is a comprehensive guide to Canada’s early censuses. The 
guide includes digital links to census databases.

GENEALOGY NEWS BRIEFS continue on page 4

NANAIMO AND COWICHAN NEWSPAPERS TO BE DIGITIZED

Great news for Nanaimo researchers! VIU Library and Special Collections is soon to begin digital formats of 
the Nanaimo Daily Free Press (1874-1928) and the Cowichan Leader (1905-1928). Thanks to a grant from 
the Irving K. Barber Learning Centre at the University of BC the newspapers will be freely available online 
in about ten months. 

DIGITIZING OF NEWFOUNDLAND PEOPLE, 1500-1850

Marine History Archive is digitizing a collection of about 7,300 Newfoundland surnames dating from earliest 
settlements to 1850. The collection, called the Keith Matthews Name Files, 1500-1850, contains data from 
parish registers, newspapers, shipping records, diaries and a number of other sources. This is a treasure 
trove for those of you with early Newfoundland ancestors! The site provides a guide to the abbreviations 
used. Currently, only surnames A, B, C, and E are online.

CANADIAN MUSEUM OF IMMIGRATION WANTS YOUR STORIES

The Canadian Museum of Immigration at Pier 21 is asking the public to share stories 
of people who immigrated to Canada — war brides, home children, refugees and all 
other immigrants. Through its Share Your Immigration Story the museum has made it 
easy for you to respond by filling out an online form that contains a few questions.

VICTORIA RIFLES, 60TH BATTALION, DURING WORLD WAR I

A new book Courage, Sacrifice and Betrayal: The Story of the Victoria Rifles of Canada, 
60th Battalion in the First World War  by Richard R. Pyves has been published.  The 
book contains eighty-six personal recollections and details every soldier who served in 
the 60th including honours and awards, birthplace, and casualty details, including 
wounds, death location, and burial location both during the war and following it.

WINNIPEG TRIBUNE NOW DIGITIZED

The venerable newspaper the Winnipeg Tribune published from 1890 to 1980 is now freely available online 
at the University of Manitoba library. 

BC GENEALOGICAL JOURNAL TO GO DIGITAL

Beginning with its September 2018 issue, the quarterly journal The British Columbia Genealogist will be 
available online. 

http://umanitoba.ca/libraries/units/archives/tribune/
https://www.mun.ca/mha/holdings/keith/index.php
http://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/census/Pages/Finding-Aid-300.aspx
http://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/census/Pages/Finding-Aid-300.aspx
http://umanitoba.ca/libraries/units/archives/tribune/
https://pier21.ca/share
https://www.mun.ca/mha/holdings/keith/index.php
https://pier21.ca/share
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GENEALOGY NEWS BRIEFS continue on page 5

GENEALOGY NEWS BRIEFS continued from page 3

DO YOU HAVE ROOTS IN BELLEVILLE, ONTARIO?

Belleville Community Archives is currently digitizing 8,500 Hastings County Historical Society photographs. 
To date almost sixty percent of the photos are online at Flickr.  The site is grouped by subject matter and 
also contains fire insurance maps of Belleville from 1878 to 1942.

DO YOU HAVE SCOTTISH ROOTS IN QUÉBEC?

St. Andrew’s Society of Montréal is seeking documents, photos, and memorabilia for the society’s archives. 
Contact can be made with Gillian Leitch, society archivist, if you have something for the society. The St. 
Andrew’s Society was founded in 1835 by Scottish men in Montreal “to advance the cause and welfare of 
Scotsmen and their descendants.”

ONLINE INDEX OF 1926 CANADIAN CENSUS CLOSE TO COMPLETION

The 1926 Canadian census is being indexed by FamilySearch. It appears that an index to this census of 
the prairie provinces will be online by the end of this year. Indexing will include land description, relationship 
to the head of the family, place of birth, ethnicity and year of immigration. Other details such as parents’ 
places of birth and mother tongue are not being indexed. Your editor has not been able to determine when 
images of the census will be available. 

As of this issue, approximately a third of the census has been indexed.  If you would like to help with the 
index, FamilySearch is looking for volunteers. If you’d like to help, simply choose “Indexing” from the 
FamilySearch home page and follow the links.

BRITISH HOME CHILDREN ARTIFACTS SOUGHT

The British Home Children Advocacy and Research Association (BHCARA) 
wishes to honour the service of approximately 25,000 British home children who 
came to Canada between 1860 and 1939 and who served in one or both of the 
world wars. To honour these people, BHCARA has been lobbying the Canadian 
War Museum in Ottawa to open an exhibit. To assist with the exhibit BHCARA  
is asking the public for items of interest for the museum.  If you can help, please 
contact the museum.

NATIVE CANADIAN AND AMERICAN ABORIGINAL VETERAN LIST

A Québec amateur historian, Yves Castelnot, has compiled a database of North American indigenous 
soldiers including 18,830 who were born in Canada. The CBC has an in-depth story about Catelnot’s 
efforts. The searchable site requires a registration, but is free to use.

   HELP BUILD OUR MEMBERSHIP!

The larger our membership, the more resources we have and the more family 
connections that can be made.  Do you have a friend wondering about his or her 
ancestry?  Why not bring this person to our next meeting or perhaps purchase a 
membership for your friend to help start someone else’s genealogy search? 

mailto:info@standrews.qc.ca?subject=St.%20Andrew's%20Archives
https://www.flickr.com/photos/cabhc/albums
mailto:info@standrews.qc.ca?subject=St.%20Andrew's%20Archives
https://www.familysearch.org
https://www.familysearch.org
https://www.flickr.com/photos/cabhc/albums
mailto:info@britishhomechildren.com?subject=British%20Home%20Children%20Artifacts
https://www.cbc.ca/news/indigenous/yann-castelnot-indigenous-veteran-historian-1.4797198
http://nativeveterans-en.e-monsite.com/pages/page-accueil-liste.html
https://www.cbc.ca/news/indigenous/yann-castelnot-indigenous-veteran-historian-1.4797198
http://nativeveterans-en.e-monsite.com/pages/page-accueil-liste.html
mailto:info@britishhomechildren.com?subject=British%20Home%20Children%20Artifacts
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NEWS BRIEFS continued from page 4

Did you know . . 

Our society has 12 generation blank pedigree charts on sale at 
each meeting. These charts are ideal for beginners and 
“seasoned” genealogists who prefer to consult a paper visual 
rather than a smaller on-screen version.

Here’s Sharon Davison displaying her hard work! Talk to 
Sharon about how the chart helps her research. See Jocelyn 
Howat to purchase one.

COMMONWEALTH WAR GRAVES COMMISSION SEEKS RELATIVES OF WWI CASUALTIES

The CWGC is asking relatives of the ten World War One casualties listed in the table below  to contact its 
UKNA Technical Team.

mailto:enquiries@cwgc.org?subject=
mailto:enquiries@cwgc.org?subject=
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SOPHIA BROWNE continues on page 7

The math makes me gasp  – I feel twice as old as I am! Because I’ve witnessed nearly seventy years of family 
history myself, I have been lucky enough to know people born 144 and 147 years ago. Some of the oldest 
people I ever knew were my great grandparents, Sophia Browne Clark and Fred Clark. Each was born in 
British Columbia to an immigrant father and an Indigenous mother: Sophia in 1873 and Fred in 1870.

I began researching my family history in earnest in 1995, the year Chief Simon Baker of Squamish First Nation 
told me some vital facts about my father’s paternal (Garcia) side. It turns out both of my father’s parents had 
Hawaiian and Aboriginal ancestors. That encounter opened a door of curiosity in me because I had never 
heard more than a few remarks about my father’s family. 

Once presented with Chief Baker’s information, I met the historian Jean Barman who again offered a means to 
learn about the “Kanaka” or Hawaiian immigration in British Columbia in the 19th century. Jean was and still is 
an inspiration and great helper in my process. Every item of information documenting my family history has 
been obscured by the culture of colonization that occurred in British Columbia when my great grandparents 
were born. A mixing of cultures and races and an assimilation of Aboriginal peoples prevailed at this time in the 
province, hiding some truths until they were considered safe to talk about.

I chose Sophia Browne Clark for this article for two reasons:  I knew her personally and she represented my 
father’s family to me.  Her information is mainly from British Columbia, and her history is linked for more than 
seventy years with her husband Fred Clark, whose own history has already been written or recorded in part. 
Initially, I was most inspired to get to know Sophia because she was significantly left out of the Fred Clark radio 
interview that was conducted by Imbert Orchard in 1959. Fred Clark’s history was saved forever, but Sophia’s 
was not even mentioned! 

Sophia’s physical “place” in my own childhood was at her and Fred Clark’s “big house” built in 1921 on Surrey’s 
Peterson Hill. I knew Sophia as  “Great Grandma,” or “Grandma Sophie,” never “Sophia.”  Much of her history 
was revealed through oral accounts from her daughters, from newspaper columns, from books by John 
Pearson and Fern Treleaven, from Jean Barman and other researchers. 

Along with my niece Jan from Surrey, British Columbia, and my cousin Theresa from California, I researched 
the Browne’s, the Clarks and the Garcia’s from “the side of my desk” for another twenty years after meeting 
Simon Baker. I scoured British Columbia’s resources: BC Archives, City of Vancouver Archives, New 
Westminster Library and Archives, relatives’ albums and later, Surrey Archives for any and all relatives’ 
documentation. 

Gradually through the research, I came to know Sophia and found through imagining Sophia’s life  that I could 
begin to  reconstruct it.

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––	
 1 British Columbia Marriage Registrations, 1859-1932; 1937-1938," database with images, FamilySearch image 792 of 1046; 
Vital Statistics Agency, Victoria.
 2 Canada Births and Baptisms 1661-1959. FamilySearch. Sophia Theresa Browne, 14 Jun 1873; British Columbia, Canada, 14 
Jun 1873, reference ; FHL microfilm 2,114,956.

Sophia’s Childhood 1873-1888 — An Invitation to Imagine

Imagine you are Sophia Browne. When your life begins in the summer of 1873, your father is a 
“coloured man,”1 Owen W. Browne, a “Farmer and Oyster Cultivator” purchasing Crown land (pre-
empting land) in what will become White Rock, British Columbia.2

Obscure Beginnings: the Strong Quiet Life of 
Sophia Browne

by NFHS Member Susan Garcia
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SOPHIA BROWNE continues on page 8

SOPHIA BROWNE  continued from page 6

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

3 Pearson, John. Land of the Peace Arch. Cloverdale, BC:  Surrey Centennial Committee, 1958.
4  British Columbia Marriage Registrations, 1859-1932; 1937-1938," database with images, FamilySearch image 792 of 1046; Vital 
Statistics Agency, Victoria and baptism of Henry Browne.
5  Oral history of Captain O. F. Browne.
6 Canada census Year: 1911; Census Place: 4 - New Westminster, New Westminster, British Columbia; Page: 25; Family No: 258.

According to some history books, no settlers will live in White Rock before 1890.  Are you invisible? Are 
you just not counted? Maybe you do not reside in a house near Semiahmoo Bay, or maybe you do but not 
permanently. Your family’s residence is not recorded until your father appears in a New Westminster 
directory in 1875, where his profession is that stated on your birth registration. In any case you and your 
non-White birth family are not seen as “settlers” in Surrey in 1873. 

Historian John Pearson will later report that you said you were born in the Indian village of Kikait, near 
South Westminster. Kikait is the very place Simon Fraser came ashore on his journey to the sea in 1808.  
Growing up here, you will travel by canoe across the Fraser to the town of New Westminster, a place just 
cleared from the forest fifteen years before your birth.3

Your mother, Terese Berra Berra, is called a 
“half breed” at the time of her wedding in New 
Westminster in 1869. You are the only girl 
born after your three brothers: William, Owen 
F, and Henry, born in that order. Your mother 
has children ranging close together in age, 
indicating that infant mortality was not a 
problem for the family, at least in these years. 
You will be her last born, and longest surviving 
child.4 

Because you are in the rugged new land of 
British Columbia, you are almost certainly 
born at home. The Semiahmoo Trail from the 
USA border going north has just been 
completed as a wagon road the year you are 
born, and at that time Surrey is sparsely 
populated except by wolves and bears, a few 
immigrant farmers, fishers and trappers, and a 
mostly nomadic First Nations people. 

Your family is created at a time bridging the 
colonial era with the new Province of British 
Columbia, a t ime when men great ly 
outnumbered women, and many men had 
families with Aboriginal or part-Aboriginal 
women. In general, but not always, your non-
White father would have had no option but to 
marry a non-White woman, and your mother 
fits this description. In his later years, your 
brother Owen is quoted as saying his mother 
(and yours) was “Coast Indian,” confirming her 
beginnings.5 In a census much later in 1911,  
your mother calls herself “Tahitian.”6
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______________________________
7   "Canada  Births  and  Baptisms,  1661-1959,"  database,  FamilySearch,  Sophia  Theresa  Browne,  14  Jun  1873;  citing  British 
Columbia, Canada, 14 Jun 1873, reference ; FHL microfilm 2,114,956.
8 US Census Year: 1860; Year: 1860; Census Place: Shasta, California; Roll: M653_66; Page: 657; Family History Library Film: 
803066
9 Year: 1881; Census Place: Coast of Mainland, New Westminster, British Columbia; Roll: C_13284; Page: 9; Family No: 63
10 ibid
11  Royal BC Museum. BC Archives data base online. BC Archives  Film B13087. Death Registration #1886-09-075846.

SOPHIA BROWNE continues on page 9

Your parents become Roman Catholics, and you are baptized. Two of your brothers’ baptism records are 
listed in BC Archives, confirming birth order and reiterating parental facts.

Your birth is registered by the newly formed BC Vital Events 
Records of 1872.7 Your registration is significant in that your 
ethnicity is established at birth as non-Aboriginal. In the 
custom of the era, you take on your father’s nationality. You 
are registered because your father is non-Aboriginal. 

What kind of prosperity does your family have? Like other 
Americans, your father has come here to make a new 
beginning. He has already been granted permission to own 
land, and most preemptors paid one dollar per acre, making 
him relatively prosperous. Preemptions are generally 100 to 
160 acres that must be cleared and worked a specified 
percentage in order to fulfill that contract. 

Before coming to Canada sometime between 1866 and 
1869, your father appears in the 1860 California census in 
Shasta, California as a barber in the tradition of his own 
father.8 He is reported as born in the Eastern USA and in the 
context of British Columbia history, he appears to be 
traveling with the gold rush from California to the Pacific 
Northwest. His exact arrival in British Columbia has yet to be 
documented. The fate of his oyster lease also needs to be 
determined. 

Statistically, you cannot be located again before you are six or 
seven years old — that is almost certainly you in the 1881 
Canada Census living on an Indian reserve in a New 
Westminster area.9 No surnames are given, but the 
configuration of your family is accurate, the names and ages 
correct.  Only your father is not there, and in the same 
census, he is found living in a Yale, British Columbia hotel 
owned by John E. Insley, where he is working as a barber. 
This again could be gold rush related.10

Maybe in 1881 you live with a grandmother named Mary. Without naming her, you will tell the historian, John 
Pearson, about your grandmother being in charge at Kikait, and of her taking the bones of the dead from their 
burial in the trees and then placing the bones in cedar boxes. 

When your father dies in 1886, likely from illness, you are thirteen.11 

From the Royal BC Museum Birth Marriage 
and Death Registration Guide which explains

“Indians, as well as Chinese, were excluded 
from the Births, Marriages and Deaths Act of 
1872.  In 1877 (CSBC 1877, c. 33, s. 22) the 
exclusionary section was removed and in 
1897 (RSBC 1897, c.33, s.3) the Act was 
made app l i cab le to “a l l races and 
nationalities, including all Indians and 
persons of Indian blood, Chinese and 
Japanese.”  However, two years later the Act 
was amended (SBC 1899, c.8, s.3) to 
exclude “persons who are Indians within the 
meaning of the Act of the Dominion 
Parliament respecting Indians.”  In 1916 
(SBC 1916, c.73, s. 3.2) the section was 
amended to allow the Registrar to “accept 
returns to be made monthly by the respective 
Indian Agents in the Province,” those returns 
to be made on special forms and to be “kept 
separate and apart from the other returns.”  
In 1943 (SBC 1943, c.69, s.2) the registration 
of Indian births, marriages and deaths was 
made mandatory; the special forms and 
separate filing of the forms was continued. 
The special forms and separate filing were 
discontinued after 1956.” 

SOPHIA BROWNE  continued from page 7

https://royalbcmuseum.bc.ca/assets/Indian_registrations_guide.pdf
https://royalbcmuseum.bc.ca/assets/Indian_registrations_guide.pdf
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SOPHIA BROWNE   continued from page 8

In a formal photo that definitely shows 
your brother Owen seated beside 
another man, it looks like you are 
standing behind them, but you appear 
older than thirteen. No one living today 
knows who the older man is. Is he your 
father? Or could a young Fred Clark look 
like this unknown man? The way people 
are dressed suggests a formal occasion. 
Is this your marriage at fifteen years of 
age? In your later life, you will  tell your 
youngest daughter that you were made 
to marry — that what you really wanted 
was to go on with your education. Unlike 
your mother, you read and write.

Your First Nations heritage would not be an advantage to you as a marriage prospect. On the other hand, 
your father's American birth and his ownership of land would create the advantage of easing you into a 
societal legitimacy that your First Nations heritage would not. Despite the prevalence of Aboriginal mothers 
and wives, the dominant White culture seldom represented Aboriginal women favourably, and you will be 
discouraged from claiming your heritage. Probably for practical reasons, you marry at fifteen to a man, 
also part Aboriginal, but more legitimately, part Scots. You and your descendants can claim the Scottish 
heritage of your husband. 

Your first three children will be born before you are eighteen. They will not survive, but the next seven will.

You disappear for a long while as a First Nations woman. When you are elderly, you tell historians about 
the village of Kikait, located at the end point of an old trail north from Semiahmoo Bay to Brownsville, 
across from New Westminster. You do not know it as a child, but you will never live more than a two-hour 
car drive from the place where you were born and where you will live for eighty-eight years.

Later years: The Woman, Wife and Elder, 1888-1962

Sophia Browne Clark went on to experience a kind of pioneering life in British Columbia. She lived at 
Stave River while her husband Fred worked building the Ruskin Dam in the 1890’s, and then moved to or 
near Kikait again in the Brownsville area of Surrey, a place named for hotel keeper Ebenezer Brown, not 
for Sophia’s family. Sophia worked many years in the fish canneries, as did the next four generations 
following her. She expertly rowed the fish boat as her husband set out the drift net on the Fraser to fish.

Sophia’s brother Owen became a riverboat captain and had a large home in Brownsville where he lived 
with his nine children. Sophia and Owen’s mother, Terese Browne, stayed there as well during her last 
years, and Sophia’s family briefly moved into that family home while building their own house on Peterson 
Hill about a mile away. Sophia was a steady helpmate to her brother and his family. The Browne’s and the 
Clark’s next generations celebrate a lasting connection to this day.

At Sophia and Fred Clark’s home, many generations came and stayed, moved in and moved out including 
my grandmother Sadie and my parents, who lived there when their first child was born. All Sophia’s 
children came home to visit from Alaska and California and from the interior of British Columbia. Family 
gatherings were constant.  Sophia and Fred lived to be 88 years and 98 years, respectively. Three of their 
daughters lived to the ages of 94, 97, and 100. Although Sophia and Fred Clark and their families were 
largely unknown in their community, they were very strong working class individuals whose family 
populated a part of Surrey.

SOPHIA BROWNE continues on page 10
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LDS LIBRARY HOURS
The Nanaimo LDS library is open from 10:00 to 2:00 on Tuesdays only. The library is located 
at 2424 Glen Eagle Crescent, Nanaimo.

SOPHIA BROWNE   continued from page 9
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Selected Additional Sources
Kanaka Timeline
New Land, New Lives: Hawaiian Settlement in British Columbia

Note that the beginning paragraph of this article uses the term “Indigenous mother” — this is a deliberate 
difference from the term “Aboriginal.” Family history and family lore collide concerning Sophia’s parents. 
Some in the family believe Sophia’s mother was born in Hawaii while some believe Sophia’s father was 
Tahitian. To historians there must be proof. To me, there is joy with every proof, but value in every 
conversation or story that leads me to know the beginnings of my story.  

http://saltspringarchives.com/kanaka/barb/timeline.html
https://core.ac.uk/download/pdf/5014697.pdf
https://www.google.ca/maps/place/2424+Glen+Eagle+Crescent,+Nanaimo,+BC+V9T+4J6/@49.2048644,-124.0000011,17z/data=%213m1%214b1%214m2%213m1%211s0x5488a21ef44d5111:0x3842f687de0f0911%20
https://www.google.ca/maps/place/2424+Glen+Eagle+Crescent,+Nanaimo,+BC+V9T+4J6/@49.2048644,-124.0000011,17z/data=%213m1%214b1%214m2%213m1%211s0x5488a21ef44d5111:0x3842f687de0f0911%20
http://saltspringarchives.com/kanaka/barb/timeline.html
https://core.ac.uk/download/pdf/5014697.pdf
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The House that Jack Built
by NFHS Member Grant Bridgeman

After my father passed away, I inherited a 
packet of old papers with no material value 
but containing some interesting tidbits of 
family history. One document in the collection 
was the statement and final bill for a house 
that my grandfather had built in 1893. A scan 
of the original document is shown here. As 
can be seen, my grandfather's name was 
John Bridgeman but since a letter from his 
sister written many years later addressed him 
as “Jack,” I couldn't resist the temptation to 
use the old nursery rhyme reference as a title 
for this article. To my generation his oldest 
son, also imaginatively named John, was 
known as Jack while Grandfather's name 
was back to John.

My grandfather, John Elsmere Bridgeman, 
was born near Shrewsbury in Shropshire, 
England, in 1868. He came to Canada in 
1 8 8 9 . H e p u r c h a s e d a p r e v i o u s l y 
homesteaded farm and made good on a 
homestead claim to acquire the adjacent half 
section. The farm was about seven miles 
from the site of the then future town of Rivers, 
Manitoba, but at that time the town of Rapid 
City, about sixteen miles away, was the 
nearest major centre. Thus when he built the 
house, Rapid City was the source of the 
materials and contractor. 

The house was sixteen by thirty two feet. As 
can be seen, the total cost of materials and 
labour, including plastering the kitchen walls, 
building a “back house” (the 19th century version of a Johnny on the Spot), moving a stable and shingling the 
roof was $1155.30. That's about $29,000 equivalent today. 

The house served as the family home for a number of years. Four children were born there, my father being 
the youngest. A replacement was built in 1905 and the original was moved to a new location to serve as a 
granary into the 1970s.

Don’t forget to arrive early at each of our 
meet ings and jo in our round tab le 
discussions between 6:00 and 7:00. 

 6:00-6:30: Writers’ Corner
 6:30-7:00: Mini HowTo Sessions

Meet members who share your interests or who can assist you with your research. Our “mini-library” is 
available at this time.
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A COLLECTION OF EARLY PHOTOGRAPHS SHARED 
BY MEMBERS OF NANAIMO FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY 

Faces of Our Ancestors

To the right are Stephanie’s great 
grandparents, Byron Mason 
(1827-1882) and his wife Mary 
Chapman (1830-1916). Stephanie 
has the originals of these pictures, 
which are on glass.  

Byron and Mary lived at Northolme 
House near Wainfleet, Lincolnshire, 
England. 

from NFHS member Stephanie Williams

from NFHS member Richard Nash

To the left is Richard’s second cousin, Arthur 
Philip Luxton (1863-1924) who immigrated 
to Canada in 1888.  He married Mary 
Glendenning O’Donnel Martin in 1899.

Arthur was a solicitor who was called to the 
British Columbia Bar in 1890 and became 
King’s Counsel in 1905. He was also one of 
the founders of the Victoria Golf Club, which 
he directed for a number of years. 

The photograph on horseback was taken 
about 1904 on one of Arthur’s trips back to 
England.
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USING “COMPARE-A-FACE” TO IDENTIFY OLD PHOTOGRAPHS
by NFHS Member Beth A. Skala

FamilySearch launched its “Compare-a-Face” tool in March of 2018.  The site’s marketing suggests that 
by using this program you can get an estimate of how much you resemble your relatives.  I looked at the 
tool, however, and speculated that it might be useful in identifying people in old photographs. 

First, I compared my own picture with my brother's.  We were a 56% match.  Then I compared a picture of 
me at age 18 with a picture of my mother at that age and found we were a 59% match.  I compared a 
picture of my great-aunt Frieda at age 18 with a picture of her at age 40 and found they were an 84% 
match, which just shows how much a person can change over the years.  I also compared photos of my 
two daughters.  They matched each other at 47%.  With these baselines, I felt ready to tackle an 
unidentified family photograph from the early 1900s.
 

The wedding photo to the right (Figure 1) was 
found among my deceased aunt's belongings.  I 
circulated the photo among my relatives, but no 
one knew who the people in the photo were.  The 
only guess was from the wife of a distant cousin 
who said the tall blonde man standing behind the 
bride was a “dead ringer” for her husband.  That 
would likely make him a Mazur.  My own guess 
was that the man seated on the far left looked like 
he might be my grandfather, though the cousins 
didn't support my conjecture.

Anyone can tell that the blonde man behind the bride at the 
mystery wedding was related to Albert Mazur, as shown in 
Albert's wedding photo of 1907 (Figure 2).  I cropped out the 
faces of the two men to create portraits and put them into the 
“Compare-a-Face” program.  They matched at 95% similarity.  
This is so much above my baseline numbers that I think we can 
be pretty sure —95% sure?— that Albert is standing behind the 
unnamed bride.  Albert's wife was my grandmother's sister, 
Josefa Bieniek.  Comparing the woman (standing on the right 
in the mystery picture) with Josefa in her wedding photo (Figure 
2) came up with a 93% similarity.  So, potentially we have 
identified two members of the wedding party, depending on the 
accuracy of the “Compare-a-Face” tool.  That is, the couple 
standing on the right are probably Albert Mazur and Josefa 
Bieniek.

COMPARE-A-FACE continues on page 14

FIGURE 1

FIGURE 2

Many families have old photographs of unidentified people. The article below explores a new 
way of perhaps finally identifying some of those lost faces.  If you have questions, Beth will be 
hosting a mini-session on “Compare a Face” in October or November.

https://www.familysearch.org/discovery/compare
https://www.familysearch.org/discovery/compare
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COMPARE-A-FACE continued from page 13

What about my guess that my grandfather is 
seated on the far left?  Using a photo of my 
grandparents' wedding from 1903 (Figure 3), I 
isolated the face of my grandfather.  I uploaded 
this portrait, as well as one from the mystery 
wedding, to the “Compare-a-Face” program.  
Bingo!  The tool said they were a 98% match! 

Assuming my grandfather Jan Dabrowski is 
seated on the far left, could the woman seated on 
the far right be my grandmother Anna Bieniek?  
Again, I isolated the faces by cropping Anna's 
wedding photo (Figure 3) and the face of the 
seated woman in the mystery picture and 
submitted them to FamilySearch's tool.  They 
were a 90% match.  As a cross-check, I also 
compared Anna's wedding picture with the woman 
I had identified as Josefa standing in the back.  
This was an 87% match, still high, but not as high 
as the match with the woman seated to the right 
of the bride.

Four down, four to go.  You may already have 
noticed that the two sisters, Josefa Bieniek and 
Anna Bieniek, not only look alike but also look a 
lot like the bride.  How much alike are they?  
“Compare-a-Face” said that the unnamed bride 
matches Anna at a whopping 92%!  We know, 
though, they are not the same woman because 
they are in the picture together.  Similarly, the 
mystery bride matches Josefa at 88%.  These 
three women are definitely sisters.  Clearly, some 
family resemblances are much stronger than 
others.  Remember my baselines?  I matched my 
brother at only 56%, while my two daughters 
came in at a 47% match.  The high numbers may 
indicate more shared facial features among the 
Bieniek sisters or could be a result of the lower 
quality of the old photograph.  

In any case, our unnamed bride is surely a 
Bieniek, giving us two choices.  She is either 
Aniela, who married Karol Piaseczny in 1907, or 
she is Katarzyna, the bride of Jozef Witalis in 
1912.  I have no additional photographs that might 
confirm which sister's wedding this is.  We could 
try to guess from the age of the bride, but Aniela 
was 16 when she married and Katarzyna was 18 
when she married, so that is too close to call.  
Aniela was married in September, while Katarzyna 

was married in July.  In our mystery photo, roses 
are pinned to the attendants and in the bouquets, 
but roses bloom in both July and September.  The 
wedding attire does not tell us the season, either, 
although the  mystery bride's veil appears to be a 
match for Josefa's bridal veil.  Perhaps two sisters 
shared the same veil.  Josefa and Aniela were 
married just two months apart, while Katarzyna 
was married five years later.  How long does a veil 
last?  This is no proof at all, but I began leaning 
towards Aniela.

While I can understand that the bride may have 
chosen a sister to attend her, why is the bride's 
brother-in-law (my grandfather Jan Dabrowski) 
serving as the groom's attendant?  Possibly that 
was just a convenience.  But there is one clue.  
Aniela's new mother-in-law was Anna Piaseczny 
née Dabrowska ( the femin ine form of 
Dabrowski).  Possibly my grandfather was related 
to the groom.  So far, I have not been able to 
substantiate this relationship, and the “Compare-
a-Face” tool gives them only a 36% match, which 
isn't very high.  Dabrowski/a was a common name 
in the Polish community, so my grandfather and 
the groom may have been only friends. 

COMPARE-A-FACE continues on page 15

FIGURE 3
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However, there were still two people standing in the 
mystery photo waiting for analysis.  I compared the 
groom with the man standing behind him and got a 
71% match.  Could this man be the groom's 
brother?  The woman behind the groom matches 
him at 57%, about the same as my match with my 
own brother.  Just to be thorough, I compared the 
woman standing behind the groom with the other 
women in the photo.  Josefa matched at 91%, Anna 
at 80%, and the bride at 77%!  Whoa!  Where did 
that come from?  Checking on her match with Anna 
and Josefa in their original wedding photos, I found 
that the standing woman matched Anna's wedding 
picture (Figure 3) at 92% and Josefa's wedding 
picture (figure 2) at 78% (much lower than how 
they matched in the mystery photo).  

Was it possible that all four sisters are in this 
picture, or is it just that women of Polish descent 
bear a certain similarity of features?  To resolve this 
question, I downloaded off the internet photos of 
random Polish brides from around 1900.  I selected 
two who looked somewhat like the women in my 
mystery picture and used them to make 
comparisons.  Almost all of the comparisons 
resulted in matches of around 60%, with one as 
high as 86%.  So some of the similarity is probably 
due to ethnicity.  Except for the one high number, 
however, the random matches resulted in lower 
numbers than the results from matching the women 
in the mystery photo to each other.

If all four sisters are in the photo, does that help 
identify the bride?  The bride and the woman 
standing left must be Aniela and Katarzyna.  But 
which one is which?  If Aniela were the bride, she 
would have been 16 in 1907 and Katarzyna would 
have been 14.  If, on the other hand, the picture is 
from Katarzyna's wedding in 1912, she would have 
been 18 about to turn 19, and Aniela would have 
been 21.  Looking carefully at the photo, I think the 

standing woman could easily be 14-years-old.  She 
has the look, to me, of someone much younger 
than 21.  However, this is just conjecture.

Facial recognition software is not infallible.  Results 
depend on the quality of the program, the 
resolution of the photographs, the direction the 
people are facing, the proximity in age of the two 
faces, and the distinctive facial features of any 
given individual.  My grandfather's unusually deep-
set eyes, for example, convinced “Compare-a-
Face” that we had the right man with a 98% match.  
Despite these reservations, however, it is an 
interesting tool to add to a genealogist's bag of 
tricks.  Used in conjunction with traditional methods 
of research, it may well provide valuable clues to 
identifying family photographs.

Someday, I hope to be able to say with certainty 
whose wedding picture Figure 1 is. Meanwhile, my 
tentative identification is that my mystery photo was 
taken at the wedding of Josef Piaseczny and 
Aniela Bieniek, September 30, 1907.  I speculate 
that standing in the back row, left to right are a 
relative (brother?) of the groom, Katarzyna 
Bieniek, Albert Mazur, and Josefa Bieniek.  I 
believe that seated in the front are Jan Dabrowski, 
Josef Piaseczny, Aniela Bieniek, and Anna 
Bieniek.  

Whether or not I have put the right names to the 
faces, the “Compare-a-Face” tool has given me 
some assurance that this is an important 
photograph with significance for my family.  It has 
also suggested to me further avenues of research 
which would not only identify the mystery photo, but 
also add to the body of knowledge about my 
ancestors.

COMPARE-A-FACE continued from page 14

CITATIONS: How do I cite personal photographs?
If you have a photograph and include it in your family history, remember to add it to your source (bibliography, 
reference) list and also footnote (endnote) it properly.
Example
(Source): Smith Family Collection, ca1880-1920. Album privately held by Mary Brown, Nanaimo, 2018.
(Footnote): “Marjory Ellen Smith, Christmas 1913” in Smith Family Collection, c.1880-1920. Album 

privately held by Mary Brown, Nanaimo, 2018.
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On November 11, 2015, our family was attending the Courtenay, BC Remembrance Day 
service as is our tradition. Standing in the crisp fall air, listening to the children's choir, I 
watched the veterans parade in, shoulders squared and faces tight with emotion. It 
made me wonder what these once young men had experienced over fifty years ago. 
The television programs had been excellent in the weeks leading up to this day, and we 
watched with interest, but with no real attachment. We had no known family who either 
served or died in any of the wars.

That night I started looking though my grandmother’s albums, with a vague 
memory of a photograph I had seen years before of a young soldier on a 
darkened postcard. The card fell from the album to rest at my feet. Picking it up, 
I saw a calm young man, dressed in uniform, gazing rather sadly outward. On 
the back, written in his mother’s hand, and sent to her sister, a story evolved:

Reid Born 25 June 1893 Brandon, Manitoba 
Reid left home for Edmonton. Jan 5, 1916 
". ". Edmonton for overseas April 21, 1916 
". ". England for France. June 7, 1916 
". ". was wounded. September 15, 1916 
". ". Died age 23 years. September 16, 1916 
Was buried September 17, 1916 
By Rev. J. Elliott Pres. Chap. In Albert Military Cemetery, France 

I had never heard of him, but he was my grandmother’s cousin, and my second cousin twice removed. A 
neophyte genealogist, I logged on and began a long night of searches to find Reid. Through a variety of 
websites I soon had his attestation papers, his homestead claim, his death certificate, and information about 
the Battle of Flers-Courcelette1.

What I now knew was that Reid was born June 25, 1893, in Portage la Prairie, Manitoba to Emeline and John 
Watson. At nineteen, he was working as a bank clerk in Selkirk, and on May 10, 1912, he bought a land grant 
for a homestead for $160. He enlisted in Edmonton, Alberta on January 9, 1916.

By morning, it was decided we needed to find Reid's grave, and to be there to 
attend the commemoration ceremonies that were being planned. We were 
fortunate to learn of Greg Owen, a guide from Ontario, who specializes in WWI 
tours, and that we could connect with him on a tour to Beaumont Hamel and the 
other sites of the Caribou Trail2 to honour the 801 Newfoundlanders who fought on 
July 1,1916. The ceremony for Courcelette was moved from September to July 2 to 
accommodate the crowds that would be in attendance for the other 
commemorations. We were on our way to finding Reid.

Our first stop on June 28, 2016, was Vimy Ridge, situated in now peaceful French 
countryside dotted with sheep, grazing their way through unexploded shells still 
buried after 100 years. The landscape around the beautiful monument is harsh with 
huge craters from the mines and mortar shells as well as the tunnels reproduced 
with concrete sandbags. The “Canada Bereft” or "Mother Canada” sculpture soars 
above the monument, overlooking the German front line, grieving over the 
thousands of soldiers "known only to God” who are honoured here.

Finding Lance Corporal Reid Crossley Watson
by NFHS Member Bettyanne English

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––	
 1 Battle of Flers-Courcelette September 15-22, 1916, during the Battle of the Somme.
 2 Caribou Trail — The Trail of the Caribou follows battle memorials in France and Belgium that commemorate the accomplishments 
and sacrifices of Newfoundland servicemen.

REID CROSSLEY WATSON continues page 17

ABOVE: “Mother Canada” 
or “Canada Bereft” 
sculpture at the Vimy Ridge 
memorial, France.
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Our next stop was Cabaret Rouge, a beautifully 
tended cemetery with the Canadian graves denoted 
by maple leaves, where we placed our flags and 
poppies, signed the book of remembrance and 
moved on. Each of our group feeling quiet and 
introspective. Close by was Notre Dame de Lorette, 
a vast field of crosses in memory of the French 
casualties. A German grave yard at Neuville St. 
Vaste was next with 44,000 dark crosses, each with 
four names engraved on it. An oddity we noticed 
there, were the number of Stars of David that were 
interspersed among the crosses. How the world 
would soon change.

The most impressive monument was beside the 
French graveyard at Lorette. We walked into a tall, 
dark circular structure where the names of all WWI 
soldiers of al l nat ional i t ies are engraved 
alphabetically. We found Reid Watson’s name 
immediately, and then his cousin Annand Mitchell, 
and MacArthurs and Andrews, and other names we 
thought we knew. Aga in , the s i lence i s 
overwhelming. We took our time to touch their 
names, to connect and reflect, place our flags, and 
then quietly leave.

On June 29th, we were privileged to join the 
Newfoundland contingent of veterans, as well as fifty 
grade eight students, and the CLB Brigade, 
including a trumpeter who played the Rouse (also 
called the Short Reveille) and the Last Post as we 
stood on the Beaumont Hamel battlefield for a 
private service and tour. Canadian university 
students work as park interpreters at each battle 
site, and a gifted group they are — knowledgable, 
friendly and determined to keep the history alive for 
all generations. Through these young men and 
women’s knowledge and vivid descriptions, I was 
able to flesh out Reid’s last days. One trip to the 
trenches ensures the sacrifice made by thousands 
of soldiers will always be remembered.

We had brief stops at the Thiepval British memorial 
to the missing of the Somme, the Ulster Tower, the 
memorial to the 36th Ulster Northern Ireland, 
Courcelet te Canadian memor ia l , and the 
Newfoundland memorials of Gueudecourt, 
Masnières and Monchy-le-Preux. As we walked 
among the thousands of crosses, we placed a 
Canadian flag or a poppy on the graves marked with 
the maple leaf. It was a busy, intense day, but our 
capable driver Gerald made the trip seem effortless.

The next day, we made our final visit to the last of 
the five Caribou Memorials, at Koryrijk, Belgium. A 
pin was presented to each of us for completing the 
Caribou Trail, the haunting bronze Caribou mourning 
the dead at each site, yet looking with a sense of 
hope toward the sky.

In Ledeghem, Belgium we visited the Dehondt family 
farm to see the memorial for Victoria Cross recipient 
Tommy Ricketts, who at age seventeen, braved 
heavy German gun fire, and ran twice to get 
ammunition back to his platoon, who were then able 
to take the German position that had decimated 
many of his comrades. The family maintain his 
memorial with great pride.

The concentric rows of Tyne Cot Memorial and 
Cemetery near Passchendaele, and the largest 
cemetery from WWI, were overwhelming with the 
12,000 graves around us. From there, a visit to The 
Brooding Soldier at Vancouver Corner, where our 
soldiers withstood the horror of the first gas attack in 
early 1915.

The Flanders Field Memorial, near Ypres, still rings 
of the terrible trench warfare that swirled around the 
area. We visited the Essex Farm Cemetery, where 
distraught Dr. John McCrae grieving a close friend’s 
death wrote “In Flanders Fields.” It was calming to 
see the vibrant red poppies growing in the fields, 
tourists posing for photos, and knowing that most of 
us were silently reciting McCrae’s words that we had 
learned in our early school years. I am sure I heard 
a lark still bravely singing.

REID CROSSLEY WATSON continued from page 16

REID CROSSLEY WATSON continues page 18

BELOW: Caribou statue, 
Newfoundland memorial  
at Beaumont-Hamel,  
France

ABOVE: Brooding Soldier 
memorial at Vancouver Corner, 
Ypres, Belgium.
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The Menin Arch Ceremony, in Ypres, is something 
every Canadian should experience. The massive 
structure is near the centre of town. Every night 
since 1927, a ceremony is held to honour the 54,000 
names of the soldiers who never received a final 
resting place. On the night of June 30th, we 
attended, along with thousands of others, including 
the Canadian Minister of Veterans Affairs, the 
Honourable Kent Hehr. The citizens of Ypres attend 
faithfully, listening to the military bands as wreaths 
are laid. According to the Belgian woman beside me, 
they always will. She took my gift of forget-me-nots, 
held my hands, and said "Madam, we owe Canada 
everything —we will NEVER forget you!"  I shall 
never forget her. The Last Post was played and we 
parted. 

We returned on July 1, 2016, for the official 
commemoration of the Battle of Beaumont Hamel, a 
torrential rainstorm setting the somber mood of the 
day. HRH Prince Charles and the Honourable Kent 
Hehr were in attendance, along with local 
dignitaries, military bands, veterans and hundreds of 
Newfoundlanders, including many students proudly 
wearing their Canadian colours. The mud was up to 
our ankles and it made us mindful of what trench 
warfare conditions had been like. As we stood 
listening to the speeches, with our backs to the 
Danger Tree, we thought of the hundreds who died 
there in the barbed wire fences, cut to pieces by 
machine gun fire, or trampled into the mud. As we 
gazed around the battlefield, we were mindful of 
those who still lie there one hundred years later. The 
Canadian War Graves Commission is to be 
commended for the fine job they do to maintain the 
cemeteries and monuments.

Each day, the apprehension had been building, and 
now we were about to realize our long search for a 
young man we did not know, but who had become 
very real. On July 2, 2016, we found Reid C. 
Watson, in a grave in the town of Albert, in the 
Military Extension Cemetery a short distance from 
the Courcelette battle site where he was wounded. 
His grave was neatly tended, a lovely orange rose 
blooming on it, and we placed his photo we had 
found eight months before on his grave. A feeling of 
peace and fulfilment came over us. Tears were shed 
for Reid, and for his family, who never did get to see 
his final resting place. There were no other direct 
descendants who might have found him. We were 
told that ours were likely the only tears ever shed 
over Reid, as the burial details were too busy 
working on the next grave to be dug. We signed the 
memorial book at the gate, and left our soldier.

This trip to find Reid was everything we had hoped 
for, and so much more. The sadness of the Somme 
was balanced by the respect and determination of 
so many people to honour the deeds and bravery of 
our soldiers. The service at Beaumont-Hamel will 
stand out in memory not for just the dead, but for the 
incredible emotion and dedication of the people of 
Newfoundland who will not let them be forgotten. 
Without the expert guidance, curiosity, and endless 
enthusiasm of Greg Owen, of WeGo Tour 
Experiences, this pilgrimage would have never 
happened.

If we had not attended the Courtenay/Comox 
Remembrance Day service last year, this year long 
odyssey would most likely never have happened. 
Thank you to the Royal Canadian Legion Branch 17 
members and veterans for helping us find our 
relative. It has been a very satisfying journey. Reid 
was found, he was grieved for, and now he has had 
his story told. RIP Reid, and all those who fell with 
you.

Note: Thanks to a tour on September 23, 2016 of the 
Loyal Edmonton Regiment Museum, with Ted Howard as 
our guide, we saw firsthand where Reid Watson had 
attested. We learned that he was actually in the 66th 
Edmonton Battalion and was attached to the 49th only a 
short time before he was killed in action at the Battle of 
Courcelette.

REID CROSSLEY WATSON continued from page 17

Lance Corporal Reid Crossley Watson rests at Albert 
Communal Cemetery Extension, France. Beside him 
are the remains of one of the many unknown soldiers of 
World War One.
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Future Guest Speakers

Monday October 15, 2018
Organizing Your Family History to Stay Sane

Mary Kathryn Kozy

Mary Kozy lives in the 
Pacific Northwest of the 
U S A . S h e i s a n a v i d 
genea log i s t , cu r ren t l y 
serving as Secretary of the 
J e w i s h G e n e a l o g i c a l 
Society of Washington state. 
She is an entertaining 
professional speaker on a 

wide variety of genealogical topics:  technology, 
records and methodology, FamilySearch and 
DNA. Mary will also be speaking to the Qualicum 
Family History Society on October 16th and 17th.

Monday November 19, 2018
Memories of World War II

Penny Bent, David Blackbourn, June 
Farmer, and Richard Nash

Members’ stories of life during World War II will 
explore what life was like for a child during 
those six years. Our members will tell us about 
saving for the war effort, rationing food, and 
collecting silver paper as well as describing 
“features” of the forties such as ice boxes and 
sawdust burners — a slice of earlier life for the 
rest of us “youngsters.”

Monday, December 10, 2017 
Christmas Social 

2:00 p.m. 

An entertaining afternoon 
of genealogy talk, games, 
puzzles and great food!

January, 2019
(Date and Topic To Be Announced)

Karen Vance

From Karen’s website:
“Karen Inkster Vance, MA, 
is an educator, family 
storyteller, researcher and 
writer who has enjoyed 
documenting her family 
history for over 25 years. 
She is the author of Voices 
from the Past: A History of 
North Roe (2006), a social 
history of the village in 
Shetland, Scotland where 

her great-grandfather was born. She conducted 
over 150 oral history interviews as part of the 
Ex-Cadet Oral History Project at Royal Roads 
University and oversaw the writing and 
production of two documentary films, Coming 
Full Circle: Remembrances of Royal Roads Ex-
Cade ts (2009) and I ng ra ined in Us : 
Remembering Royal Roads (2013), both of 
which have aired on local television.”

THE ARTS & HUMANITIES — VIU FREE PUBLIC LECTURE
THE RIGHTS OF THE DEAD: WOMEN AND WILLS IN EARLY MODERN SCOTLAND

Cathryn Spence, History Department
October 19th Malaspina Theatre Building 310  10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 

“Making a will in the sixteenth century was no less important than it is today. The will-making 
practices of early modern Scottish women were shaped by gender, marital status, and place. 
How these women chose to disseminate their worldly goods, and the exhortations and rebukes 
that accompanied their bequests, provides a window into early modern gender relations and 
family bonds, and gives a lively voice to the departed.”

http://www.kareninkstervance.com
http://www.kareninkstervance.com
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Nanaimo Family History Society members are invited to enter a “Meet My Ancestor” contest.  
Cash awards of $50.00, $30.00 and $20.00 will be awarded to the entrants whose entries, in the 
opinion of the judging  panel, best meet the contest criteria.  The prizes will be awarded only if 
we receive at least four entries.  

A Choice of Topic 
This year NFHS has reduced the length of papers and we have a variety of topics from which to 
choose. Length of papers is from 500 to 1000 words (about two to four double spaced pages). 

1.  A Skeleton in My Closet 
•      do you have an ancestor who lived prior to 1900 and whose exploits are, uh, rather interesting? 

2. Those Walls Can Talk!  
•    do you have an ancestral home, a school, a church, 
a homestead,  that was an important part of an 
ancestor’s life? 

3. A Woman at Work or a Suffragette 
• do you have a female ancestor whose pre 1940 

employment or whose suffragette activities are 
interesting? 

   4. They Celebrated! 
• do you have a wedding, a funeral (a celebration of 

life), or another family gathering in your family 
history whose description explores the life of your 
ancestors? 

5. They Worked and Played! 
• do you have a pre 1930 ancestor who was an 

athlete or had interesting employment? 

Entries are to be submitted to Nanaimo Family History 
Society and received by midnight, December 31, 2018.  
Submit entries by email to 
info@nanaimofamilyhistory.ca or by hand to a member 
of the NFHS executive. 

The winning entry will be announced at the Annual 
General Meeting in February, 2019, and will be 
published in the spring edition of AncesTree. Other 
submitted entries, at the Ancestree editor’s discretion, 
will be published in later editions of our society’s 
journal. Entries may be edited as necessary  before 
publication in AncesTree.

CONTEST  CRITERIA 

1. The author is a current member of 
Nanaimo Family History Society on 
December 31, 2018. 

2. The entry has not been previously 
published. 

3. The entry is an interesting, coherent 
read with a specific focus of 
genealogical interest. 

4. The entry demonstrates the reader’s 
methods of research including any 
problems encountered and their 
resolution. 

5. The entry includes family tree diagrams 
and/or photograph(s) and/or other 
illustrations if appropriate. These visuals 
are appropriately placed to support the 
context of the entry. 

6. The length of the entry is not more than 
1000 words and not less than 500 
words. 

7. The entry includes footnotes and 
sources as necessary. 

MEET MY ANCESTOR CONTEST 2018 
Nanaimo Family History Society 

mailto:info@nanaimofamilyhistory.ca?subject=Contest%202018
mailto:info@nanaimofamilyhistory.ca?subject=Contest%202018
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Web Updates
Ancestry (subscription)

1939 England and Wales Register
Canada Québec Notarial Records 1637-1935 (updated)
Canada Obituary Collection 1898-2018 (updated)
US Cemetery and Funeral Home Collection 1847-2018
US New York State Birth Index 1881-1942
UK Allied Prisoners of War 1939-1945

FamilySearch (free)
France, Paris, Identity Cards, 1792-1795
France, Saône-et-Loire, Censuses, 1836
Michigan Marriages 1868-1925  (updated)
Sweden, Household Examination Books, 1880-1930
US Massachusetts Naturalization Records 1871-1991
US New Jersey, Bride Index, 1930-1938
US New York Passenger Arrival Lists (Ellis Island) 1892-1924
US New York Passenger Lists 1820-1891 (some passengers en route to Canada)
US Texas, Cooke County, Birth Records 1873-1876

Findmypast (subscription)
Ireland Dublin Metropolitan Police Prisoners Books 1905-1908 and 1911-1918
Jersey German Occupation Identity Cards 1940-1945
Scotland, Edinburgh, Temperance Pledges 1886-1908
Scotland Edinburgh St. Cuthbert’s Census 1790
Yorkshire Baptisms

BC Newspapers on Line
A lengthy list of online of BC Historical Newspapers on Ancestor Hunt.

Family Tree Magazine 101 Best Genealogy Websites for 2018
Some old favourites but a number of worthwhile new sites, too.

Finding Eastern Europe Ancestors in Canada
This site offers Eastern Europe researchers sources in Canada to help discover their 
ancestry.

Austrian, Czech, and Slovenia Places with GenTeam
If you have roots in these republics, this site includes about 72,000 locations. Former 
and current names of places, together with parish affiliation and other parameters, are 
searchable, including a portion of the locations name. Also available are Roman 
Catholic and Protestant databases. The site is free, but you are required to register.

Canadian Headstones
A fast growing site that currently has photos of almost 2 million headstones from across 
Canada.

New Brunswick Provincial Archives
A huge database similar to BC Archives in which you can access original documents 
relating to vital statistics. Death registrations to 1967 have recently been added.

Records of London's Livery Companies
An easily searchable database that names masters and apprentices as well as, in most 
cases, the father of the apprentice together with the latter’s occupation and residence. 
The site also allows searches for those who achieved Freedom of the City.

https://archives.gnb.ca/Search/VISSE/default.aspx?culture=en-CA
https://archives.gnb.ca/Search/VISSE/default.aspx?culture=en-CA
https://www.familytreemagazine.com/best-genealogy-websites/
https://ukcdngenealogy.blogspot.com/2018/06/finding-your-eastern-european-ancestor.html
https://ukcdngenealogy.blogspot.com/2018/06/finding-your-eastern-european-ancestor.html
https://canadianheadstones.com
https://www.genteam.at
https://www.genteam.at
https://search.ancestry.ca/search/db.aspx?dbid=61596&o_xid=86958&o_lid=86958&o_sch=Email+Programs
https://search.ancestry.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=61062
https://search.ancestry.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=8961
https://search.ancestry.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=2190
https://search.ancestry.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=61667
https://search.ancestry.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=61642
https://www.familysearch.org/collection/2844319
https://www.familysearch.org/collection/2721038
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/1452395
https://www.familysearch.org/collection/2790465
https://www.familysearch.org/collection/2632082
https://www.familysearch.org/collection/2842740
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/1368704?collectionNameFilter=false&cid=bl-fsup-8026
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/1849782?collectionNameFilter=false
https://www.familysearch.org/collection/2691683
https://search.findmypast.com/search-world-Records/ireland-dublin-metropolitan-police-prisoners-books-1905-1908-and-1911-1918
https://search.findmypast.com/search-world-Records/jersey-german-occupation-identity-cards-1940-1945
https://search.findmypast.com/search-world-Records/scotland-edinburgh-temperance-pledges-1886-1908
https://search.findmypast.com/search-world-Records/scotland-edinburgh-st-cuthberts-census-1790
https://search.findmypast.com/search-world-Records/yorkshire-baptisms
http://www.theancestorhunt.com/blog/british-columbia-online-historical-newspapers-summary#.Wzv3ZS-ZPLg
https://search.ancestry.ca/search/db.aspx?dbid=61596&o_xid=86958&o_lid=86958&o_sch=Email+Programs
https://search.ancestry.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=61062
https://search.ancestry.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=8961
https://search.ancestry.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=2190
https://search.ancestry.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=61667
https://search.ancestry.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=61642
https://www.familysearch.org/collection/2844319
https://www.familysearch.org/collection/2721038
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/1452395
https://www.familysearch.org/collection/2790465
https://www.familysearch.org/collection/2632082
https://www.familysearch.org/collection/2842740
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/1368704?collectionNameFilter=false&cid=bl-fsup-8026
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/1849782?collectionNameFilter=false
https://www.familysearch.org/collection/2691683
https://search.findmypast.com/search-world-Records/ireland-dublin-metropolitan-police-prisoners-books-1905-1908-and-1911-1918
https://search.findmypast.com/search-world-Records/jersey-german-occupation-identity-cards-1940-1945
https://search.findmypast.com/search-world-Records/scotland-edinburgh-temperance-pledges-1886-1908
https://search.findmypast.com/search-world-Records/scotland-edinburgh-st-cuthberts-census-1790
https://search.findmypast.com/search-world-Records/yorkshire-baptisms
http://www.londonroll.org
http://www.theancestorhunt.com/blog/british-columbia-online-historical-newspapers-summary#.Wzv3ZS-ZPLg
http://www.londonroll.org
https://www.familytreemagazine.com/best-genealogy-websites/
https://canadianheadstones.com


AncesTree                                                                                                     Volume 39-3 Fall 2018

Nanaimo Family History Society                           ISSN 1185-166X  (Print)/ISSN 1921-7889(Online)  22

MEMBERS’ MISCELLANY

EDITOR’S NOTES 

Don’t forget our writing contest. Rumour has 
it that a few people are working on their 
contest entries, deadline December 31st. Why 
not be a part of the rumour??

Another fine collection of stories, links, and 
photos from NFHS members — thank you 
very much for taking the time to add to 
AncesTree! A special thank you to three new 
contributors, Bettyanne English, Beth Scala 
and Stephanie Williams. Also a thank you to 
Susan Garcia for her story (one of last year’s 
contest entries), to Grant Bridgeman for 
sharing how a simple receipt can add to our 
understanding of the lives of our ancestors, 
and to Richard Nash for his photos. We’re 
very lucky to have such an act ive 
membership!

If you have a submission, please forward it to 
our society — mark clearly in the subject line 
of your email that your article is for 
AncesTree. If you haven’t received an 
acknowledgement from your editor within a 
day or two, please resend the submission.

MEMBERS’ RECOMMENDED  LINKS  

from Gloria Saunders — Identifying 
Cousins

• Are Your Cousins Removed?
• Just What is a 5th Cousin?

from Donna MacIver an interesting 
read

• Massive Trove of Undelivered Mail

from online viewer Rachel Brown
• The Ultimate Beginner’s Guide to 
Genealogy

From former member Jacquie Jessop: 
“So glad I’m still receiving copies [of 
AncesTree]. I would hate to miss all the 
great articles!”

Library Bits ’n Pieces

• Our mini-library at Beban Park continues to 
be very well used at our meetings. If you 
have borrowed books, please return them 
at the next meeting! 

• Don’t forget that many more titles are 
available from books stored at members’ 
homes.  Take a look at our online catalogue 
for titles that interest you and then notify 
NFHS.  We’ll arrange for you to pick up the 
book(s) or we’ll bring them to the next 
meeting for you.

Our online catalogue is easily searchable: 

The past we explore, the people we 
seek are a fascinating spiral of false 
leads, confused identities, and tangled 
lives. As family  historians, we inherit 
the job of unearthing every clue and 
weighing every fragment of evidence 
so carefully that we piece together an  
accurate mosaic of each ancestral life.

Elizabeth Shown MIlls American genealogist 
in Evidence, page 17.

http://nanaimofamilyhistory.ca/library-holdings/
https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/cousins-removed/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qG6BFjoXHvY
https://www.cbc.ca/radio/asithappens/massive-trove-of-centuries-old-undelivered-mail-seized-by-british-warships-going-online-1.4818817
https://hobbyhelp.com/genealogy/
https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/cousins-removed/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qG6BFjoXHvY
https://www.cbc.ca/radio/asithappens/massive-trove-of-centuries-old-undelivered-mail-seized-by-british-warships-going-online-1.4818817
https://hobbyhelp.com/genealogy/
http://nanaimofamilyhistory.ca/library-holdings/
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AncesTree

Nanaimo Family History Society
PO BOX 1027
Nanaimo BC V9R 5Z2 

Email:         info@nanaimofamilyhistory.ca

Web Page:  www.nanaimofamilyhistory.ca

Nanaimo Family History Society
Executive 2017

   President    Dean Ford 
   Vice President    Sharon Davison
   Secretary    Dave Blackbourn
   Treasurer    Jocelyn Howat
   Program Director    Maureen Wootten
   Membership Director   Donna MacIver 
   Director at Large          Janis Nelson 
   Director at Large          Penny Bent
   AncesTree Editor         Carolyn Kemp
   Webmaster    Dean Ford

Victoria Genealogy Society 
Workshops and Webinars Fall 2018 

More Information at Victoria Genealogical Society Events  

Come to a VGS workshop or webinar, learn, meet and/or make friends and take 
home tangible results.  Bring a friend to share in the fun!  Workshops are two hours 
long — a great value!  Webinars usually run about one hour, but are often followed by a 
discussion period for those attending.  Both are open to both VGS members and non-
members.  Pre-registration is required for all events as space is limited — 
workshop@victoriags.org.  

Oct 13   Workshop: Making Your Own Family History Book.
Oct 20   Webinar: Photo Editing & Retouching for Genealogists
Oct 27   Workshop: Genealogy on the Cheap: No Credit Card Required
Nov 3    Workshop: United States Genealogy
Nov 10   Workshop:   Identifying Military Uniforms in Old Photographs
Nov 24   Webinar: Autosomal DNA Crash Course
Dec 1    Workshop: CSI Genealogy

mailto:info@nanaimofamilyhistory.ca
http://www.nanaimofamilyhistory.ca
mailto:info@nanaimofamilyhistory.ca
http://www.nanaimofamilyhistory.ca
mailto:workshop@victoriags.org
http://www.victoriags.org/events.phpkdgs
http://www.victoriags.org/events.phpkdgs
mailto:workshop@victoriags.org

