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FALL 2017 VOLUME 38—3

                       President’s Message
                   by Sharon Davison

 Time for the fall edition of AncesTree, and for 
some of us, a time to refocus our attention on 
our research! It would seem that many members 
did spend time this summer working on their 
family history, and we have already received one 
entry for our "Meet My Ancestor" contest, which 
closes midnight, December 31st. See page 21 
this issue for the contest. We are hoping to 
receive many more in the coming months and 
encourage our members to send us their stories. 
Remember, we need at least four entries for the 
contest to run. 

Our newsletter editor, Carolyn Kemp, has also 
been delighted by the number of articles 
submitted for the fall newsletter, as well as 
photographs.   A huge thank you to everyone — 
and keep up the good work!    

                               President’s Message continues Page 2
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President’s Message continued from page 1

There are a few changes in store for our 
upcoming monthly meetings.  Our longtime 
member Jacquie Jessup is moving from 
our area, so we will be losing her valuable 
input and her hard work in facilitating the 
mini how-to's every month.   We wish her 
well in her new adventure and thank her for 
the many hours she has volunteered to our 
society.

With Jacquie leaving, the library books in 
the collection she was housing have been 
turned over to Carolyn Kemp.   Carolyn 
now has the resources for Ontario, Quebec 
and the Maritimes, as well as the Prairie 
Provinces.   The library catalogue on the 
website has been updated to reflect this.   
Thank you to Carolyn for taking this on.

We will also be re-arranging our library 
cupboard and trolley this month, and hope to 
move some of the lesser used books out, 
replacing them with new material.   We 
encourage everyone to use our resources, 
either through requests, through the website 
or at our monthly meetings.

Starting with our September meeting, we will 
be providing a sign-in sheet at the 
membership table and would ask that 
everyone take the time to put their initials 
beside their name as they arrive.   This will 
give us an opportunity to track attendance at 
our meetings.

Looking forward to seeing everyone at our 
next meeting!

Sharon Davison

DID	YOU	KNOW	

British Columbia was named in 1858 by Queen Victoria. This was the year the 
mainland was established as a province of the Crown separate from Vancouver Island. 
She writes in June of 1858 that the “only name which is given the whole territory in 
every map the Queen has consulted is ‘Columbia,’ but there exists a Columbia in South 
America, and the citizens of the United States called their country also Columbia, at 
least in poetry, ‘British Columbia’ might be, in the Queen’s opinion, the best name.” 
Victoria also chose the name of New Westminster the following year.

NFHS	CO-OP	FUND	RAISER	

Don’t	forget	to	use	our	membership	number	when	you	
visit	a	Mid	Island	CO-OP!		

In	2016,	members	helped	to	raise	$142.54	for	NFHS.	
Well	done!	
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Scam? Or Windfall?
by NFHS Member Marilyn Beaubien

We've all heard about the scams, by email, 
claiming to have found a long, lost relative with 
the same last name as yours. They tease you 
with the possibility of inheriting millions of 
dollars or pounds. Hopefully none of us knows 
how they extract money from your bank 
accounts, for only the victims would know, and 
who wants to be a victim?

On June 5, 2017, with my “sceptic” hat on 
firmly, I timidly opened an email from Kirsty 
Gray, which had the subject line “FAO Marylyn 
Beaubien, Private and Confidential”. Yeah, 
yeah, I thought as I started to read. Just 
another scam. But something made me push 
that sceptic hat a little to the side. I think it was 
because she had my maternal grandparents' 
names exactly right, and I hadn't entered that 
information anywhere online. Also she knew 
my grandfather's brother's name, George, and 
that he had a daughter, Anne, about whom I 
hadn't known even though I had done a fair bit 
of digging into my family history several years 
ago (with the help of a couple of genealogist 
friends) before writing a novel about our 
backgrounds and from where we had come.

So, I decided to nibble gently at the hook. I 
went to the website of Kirsty's company. It 
seemed legitimate, and listed her many 
accomplishments as writer, lecturer, and family 
history professional. I answered her email, 
saying yes, I was indeed the granddaughter of 
Cuthbert and Violet Johnson. I also 

mentioned that I had explored their families, 
and had not discovered any children born to 
his brother George and his wife.

The next day there was another email from her, 
claiming her delight at locating the right person. 
She explained that George's first wife had died, 
and that the person whose estate she was 
dealing with was his daughter from his second 
marriage. She asked if she could phone me to 
explain the process of intestacy in the UK. 
Well, the sceptic hat was now pushed right 
back to the back of my head, and we ended up 
talking for over an hour on the afternoon of 
June 7.

Kirsty explained that she had finally found me 
while doing some routine repeated checks 
online, through a lady in Saskatoon who had 
my grandparents, Cuthbert and Violet, listed far 
off in the distance on her online family tree. 
She contacted this lady, who was able to tell 
her only that my name was Marylyn, and that I 
lived on Gabriola Island, BC. With these two 
small tidbits of information she was able to find 
me online, through my involvement with the 
local Arts Council and our bed and breakfast 
website.

Shockingly, Kirsty explained that I am the only 
heir for Anne Johnson, George's daughter, who 
never married, had no children, and died 
intestate on February 16, 1999. My grandfather 
had another brother, Norman, and a sister 
Gladys, but there are no children from either of 
them. She also told me that there was another 
sister, Amy, who had died at age fourteen, 
which I hadn't known about. Imagine – they'd 
been looking for me since 1999!

SCAM? OR WINDFALL? continues on page 4

Cuthbert and Violet Johnson
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Kirsty also mentioned that she was going to be 
coming to Canada in a week to speak at the 
Ontario Genealogical Society's annual 
conference. (I checked the society's website, 
and sure enough, there she was listed doing 
three presentations.) By now, that sceptic hat 
was lying in the dust in the corner. This was for 
real! These things really do happen. The 
shocker was that it was happening to me!

Between the gathering together of documents, 
having them notarized, signing a contract, and 
mailing it all off to England on my part, and 
submit t ing the whole package to the 
Government Legal Department on Kirsty's part, 
(along with thirty-three emails back and forth 
between us), the whole process has taken 
about three months.

The UK has a complete list, online, of all those 
who have died intestate in the past thirty years, 
with estates valued at £500 or more, which is 
updated every working day. The list is 

alphabetical by last name, and is over 10,000 
people! I was able to check each day and watch 
Anne Johnson move up and down the list as 
new people were added and removed. That 
way I knew when they had approved our 
application, when her name was removed on 
July 13th.

Once our claim had been accepted by the 
Government Legal Department, they “forwarded 
the estate account” to Kirsty's company, and 
she was able to tell me that there was just 
under £5,000. After their commission and about 
£100 of disbursements, the funds were 
transferred into my bank account, amounting to 
just over $6,000.

T h a n k g o o d n e s s I 
pushed my sceptic hat 
back and let my gut 
instinct take over. This 
is one scam that turned 
out to be a windfall!

SCAM? OR WINDFALL? continued from page 3

																																																		FILLING	A	GAP	
																																						by	NFHS	Member	Carolyn	Kemp	

Penny	Bent’s	talk	on	filling	the	gaps	encouraged	me	to	have	another	look	at	some	of	
my	brick	walls.	 	One	such	was	 the	maiden	name	of	Ann,	a	4th	great	grandmother,	
who	 had	 married	 Mark	 Stevens	 in	 1811.	 	 The	 couple	 lived	 in	 Stoke	 Poges,	
Buckinghamshire,	England	during	the	mid	19th	century.	 I	had	previously	 found	two	

marriages	of	Mark	Stevens	that	fit:	one	to	an	Ann	Harpur	and	the	other	to	an	Ann	Allum.	Although	
the	couple,	according	to	census	returns,	had	children	born	post	civil	registraJon	(1836),	it	seemed	
their	births	were	not	registered,	so	I	had	no	luck	there	acquiring	Ann’s	maiden	name.	

While	 posJng	 a	 news	 arJcle	 in	AncesTree	 about	 the	 new	 format	 of	 the	 General	 Register	 Office	
website,	I	noJced	that	maiden	names	were	now	aTached	to	searches.		Was	there	a	possibility	one	
of	my	Stevens	children	was	registered	without	a	forename	or	was	there	a	child	whose	name	was	
incorrectly	recorded	on	the	census	or	at	registraJon?	Bingo!	A	search	using	variants	of	“Allum“	as	
the	 mother’s	 maiden	 name	 revealed	 a	 Henry	 “Allam"	 born	 1841.	 Henry	 had	 been	 recorded	 as	
Robert	 on	 the	 1841	 census	—	 perhaps	Mark	 and	 Ann	 preferred	 the	 name	 Robert	 a[er	 he	was	
registered?	

I	have	yet	to	ascertain	if	Ann	Allum	was	Mark’s	second	wife,	but	I	do	know	now	that	she	was	one	of	
my	4th	great	grandmothers.	The	change	at	the	GRO	site	let	me	fill	another	gap!	
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MY FOREBEARS WHO SETTLED CANADA BEFORE CONFEDERATION
by NFHS Member Lorna Tissington

One line of my ancestor’s lines begins with a young boy, Eleazar Bishop, emigrating from England to the Isle 
of Jersey with his father and brother about 1679. In 1683, a story goes that Eleazar, at age seven, was playing 
with his dog on the beach of the Isle of Jersey. The captain of an English ship noticed them and decided he 
wanted the dog. He told his mate to get the dog. Eleazar refused to let the dog go, so the mate had to kidnap 
young Eleazar to get the dog. 

During the voyage to America, the dog became attached to the crew but not so Eleazar. When the ship landed 
in New London, Connecticut, the captain had to get rid of 
Eleazar so he sold him to Richard Dart for a yoke of oxen. 
Richard and his wife, Bethia, brought Eleazar into their 
home and raised him as one of the family. Eleazar married 
their daughter, Sarah.

Eleazar Bishop and his wife, Sarah Dart, received several 
hundred acres of wild, uncleared land from her father at 
the time of their marriage. Eleazar was an industrious 
worker, a successful wheelwright and farmer. He 
increased his land holdings and when he died September 
3, 1755 Eleazar  provided well for his wife and nine 
children who survived him. Eleazar’s son, grandson, and 
great grandchildren came to Nova Scotia as part of the New 
England Planters in 1760. 

For the 150th anniversary of Confederation, I am paying tribute to my ancestors who immigrated to British 
North America before 1867. The earliest was a coureur des bois1 in Quebec. Then came the New England 
Planters, Governor Holland Settlers to PEI, Yorkshire Settlers, United Empire Loyalists, and Scottish settlers 
during the Clearances. Many others who came were not part of an identifiable group and all are part of my 
family history. Their backgrounds are as varied as their reasons for immigrating. All contributed to the building 
of our home and native land through their hard work and dedication to the betterment of the country.

COUREUR DES BOIS   CARIGNAN-SALIERES    FILLES à MARIER

My earliest probable ancestor is Guillaume David who came to 
Quebec before 16502. He married Marie Armand who came in 
1656 as a filles à marie.3. Their daughter, Marguerite, married 
Pierre Montras4 5.  His Roman Catholic ancestors left Scotland 
for France because of religious persecution. Pierre Montras 
came to Canada in 1665 as a soldier in the Carignan-Salieres 
regiment, After his discharge, he went to Montreal and, being 
ambitious, was a coureur des bois with the Davids. Shortly after 
Pierre married Marguerite, the family relocated to Kingston, 
New York where trading operations were not illegal as they had 
been in French Canada. Pierre’s great granddaughter Elizabeth 
Montrose married Benjamin Betts and came to Canada in 
1783 as a United Empire Loyalist.
______________________________

1 Coureur des bois —itinerant and independent fur traders of New France
2 Three Brides for Three Brothers
3 filles à Marier — marriageable girls who between 1634 and 1663, emigrated 
to New France alone or in small groups. They are not to be confused with 
filles du roi, women who emigrated between 1663 and 1674 and who received 
a dowry from the king.
4 Taylor, John Wilson and Taylor, Eva Mills. Montross: a Family History. Virginia: McClure Publishing, 1958.
5 Pierre Montras, Marguerite David marriage contract.

Anthony Bishoppe to Isle of Jersey from England 
with 2 young sons

Eleazar Bishoppe kidnapped to America 1683

John Bishop Sr. to Canada 1760

Col John Bishop Jr. to Canada 1760

Amelia Bishop to Canada 1760

Guillaume	David	to	Quebec	from	
France	bef	1650		

Marie	Armand	from	France	1656	
Filles	à	Marier	

Pierre	Montras	from	France	to	Quebec	
m. Marguerite	David	

Margaret	Montras	m.	Harman	Jansen	
(took	wife’s	name	Montras)	

Peter	Montras	m.	Emmetje	Anderzon		

Elizabeth	Montrose	m.	Benjamin	Betts
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MY FORBEARS continued from page 5

THE NEW ENGLAND PLANTERS 1759-1761
On October 12, 1758, Governor Charles Lawrence issued a proclamation to the people of New England 
inviting them to settle the fertile Nova Scotian farmland that had lain vacant since the expulsion of the 
Acadians. Agents representing potential settlers began pouring into Nova Scotia the following year, and 
in 1760 the immigration began in earnest. Within eight years, approximately 8,000 New Englanders had 
made the move. In the process, Nova Scotia was permanently transformed. Fourteen new townships 
were formed in Nova Scotia. Land scarcity was the principal cause, free land the attraction, while the 
defeat of French power in North America, achieved in 1758 to1760, explains the timing.
The Planters were the first major group of English-speaking immigrants in Canada who did not come 
directly from Great Britain. The Planters in the Annapolis Valley revived the dyke lands that had been 
created by the Acadians in the Annapolis Valley and later expanded them with ambitious projects like the 
Wellington Dyke. The Planters were soon joined by Ulster and Yorkshire emigrants from Britain as well 
as United Empire Loyalists who left New York and the New England colonies after the American War of 
Independence in 1783. The latter influxes greatly diminished the Planter political influence in Nova 
Scotia. However, the Planters laid the foundations of a large number of the present day communities of 
Nova Scotia and New Brunswick.  Their political and religious traditions had important influences on the 
culture of the region. In Nova Scotia, the New England Planters inspired the provincial nickname of 
“Bluenoser” as the term was first used to distinguish Planter candidates from Loyalist candidates in 
elections after the American Revolution.
Although they were a diverse group, most of the New England Planters (an Elizabethan term for 
colonists) were either farmers or fishermen. The farmers, primarily from Connecticut, Rhode Island, and 
Massachusetts, settled on the former Acadian lands in the Annapolis Valley, Minas Basin, and Isthmus 
of Chignecto regions. The most populous agricultural townships were Cornwallis, Horton, and Annapolis.

The next set of my ancestors to arrive were NEW ENGLAND PLANTERS 

5th g grandfather John Bishop Sr. arr 1760 from CT to Horton NS, farmer, surveyor, Justice 
of the Peace

4th g grandfather Col John Bishop Jr. arr 1760 from CT to Gaspereau Horton NS,   
surveyor, grist mill

4th g grandmother Mary Forsythe Bishop arr 1760 from CT to Gaspereau Horton NS

3rd g grandmother Amelia Bishop arr 1760 from New London, CT to Horton, NS 

3rd g grandfather Charles Dickson arr 1761 from Middletown CT to Horton then Onslow NS 

4th g grandfather  Nathan DeWolf arr 1761 from CT to Horton NS , lawyer, farmer, Justice 
of the Peace, registrar of Probates, Founder of Wolfville, N.S

4th g grandmother Lydia Kirtland  arr 1761 from CT to Horton NS

MY FORBEARS continues on page 7
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MY FORBEARS continued from page 6

In religion, most Planters were Protestant Dissenters, primarily 
Congregationalists, who stressed the role of the local congregation 
in church affairs. The  Congregational Church  was weakened 
during the  American Revolution  when most of its ministers 
returned to New England to support the revolutionary cause. 
Deprived of its clergy, the church lost many members to the 
evangelical Newlight movement, an outgrowth of New England's 
Great Awakening.
A depressed economy and geographic isolation were important 
factors behind Planter neutrality during the American Revolution, but 
so was the Great Awakening. Nova Scotians were preoccupied not with secular affairs but with spiritual ones. In 
that spiritual realm, some Planters accomplished their own revolution, rejecting established religion in favour of 
revivalism.

• After the American Revolution, Planter influence was diminished as the  Loyalists  swarmed into Nova 
Scotia. Nevertheless, the Planters remained a vibrant force. The Newlights largely joined forces with 
the Baptist Church, while the more conservative Congregationalists adopted  Presbyterianism. Others 
became Anglicans. The Congregational Church itself survived until 1925, when it became part of the United 
Church of Canada.

• In politics, the democratic values of the Planters were evident in the 19th century struggle against the Halifax 
elite for religious and educational equality. Acadia University, begun in 1838, is a tangible reminder of that 
struggle. Planter influence was also felt in the Reform Party, which fought successfully for responsible 
government. Two Canadian Prime Ministers, Sir Charles Tupper and Sir Robert Borden, were of Planter 
ancestry.

Family of Eleazar Bishop, the Kidnapped Seven Year Old.  

John Bishop Sr. Since John Sr. had inherited a sizable sum from his father in 1755, he was among the more well-
to-do. They arrived in Nova Scotia with provisions for a year and enough stock for a good farm. Their land was in 
Greenwich, Township of Horton. The land had already been cleared and improved by the Acadians. It included 
houses, cellars, apple trees and parts of the dykes. John constructed a gristmill on the site. John died on 28 October 
1785 at Greenwich and is buried at the Old Wolfville Cemetery. Hannah died sometime after 17 October 1778.

John Bishop Jr.  Commonly  known as Colonel John, because of his service in the French and Indian wars before 
coming to Horton.  Although John was one of the original grantees of Horton, he and his cousin, George Dolbeare 
Bishop who came to Horton after 1783, purchased a great deal of land in Gaspereau (Registry of Deeds, Kentville). 
George was not one of the original grantees. In one of the old deeds Colonel John is spoken of as a carpenter. He 
was a clockmaker, and some of his work is still to be seen. Colonel John was a Justice of the Peace, a land 
surveyor, and a Colonel in the militia. He prepared the plan of Horton Township in which the original grants are 
shown. He died in his 85th year and was buried in the cemetery near Simpson's Bridge, Lower Gaspereau.

Mary Forsythe Bishop’s ancestors in America go back six generations to William Brewster who arrived in 1620 on 
the Mayflower. Most of her other ancestors arrived in America between 10 and 20 years following the Mayflower’s 
arrival. 

Amelia  Bishop, aged six  came to Canada in 1760 with her father, John Bishop Jr. and Grandfather John 
Bishop Sr.6   In 1772 Amelia married Charles Dickson who was 15  on arrival in NS.

______________________________
6 Tangled Roots: Descendants of John Bishop (17909-1785) of Horton, Nova Scotia, a New England Planter Family. Wolfville, NS: 
Bishop Family Association, 1990.

Map online from Canadian History Workshop

MY FORBEARS continues on page 8
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MY FOREBEARS continued from page 7

Charles Dickson‘s  7 3rd g grandfather in Scotland was 
Reverend David Dickson, a famous covenanter who 
led protests about the Book of Common Prayer and 
became a leading member of the Presbyterian Party 
and chosen Moderator to the General Assembly in 
1640.  David’s son, Robert, was part of the Ulster 
Plantation to Ireland. The following three generations of 
our family emigrated to America in 1719. Charles 
Dickson came to Canada aged 15 with his guardian, 
Charles Dickson Sr. and was granted 250 acres of land 
in Horton NS in 1760. He married Amelia Bishop in 
1772, and settled in Onslow NS, near Truro. Life in 
Onslow was much harder than in Horton but Charles 
and Amelia persevered. He had a large business of 
farming, merchandizing, a tavern, building and sailing 
ships. He was registrar of deeds and Representative of 
Onslow in the House of Assembly, Justice of the 
Peace.8 Robert, the son of Charles and Amelia carried 
on his father’s businesses and also represented 
Colchester Co. in the Provincial Legislature. He 
married Lavinia Dewolfe.    

Balthazar DeWolf was a salt miner in New Amsterdam 
from 1661. When New Amsterdam came under English 
control and became New York in 1664, Balthazar 
removed to Weathersfield CT. Four years later, he 
relocated to Lyme CT where he was probably involved 
in the salt works, He was on a town committee and 
with his son signed  a petition as a member of the train 
band—a military group. Although by no means wealthy, 
the family stood well socially9.  Balthazar and his sons 
were well educated, which at that time meant they 
were of good descent. Three DeWolf cousins, all 
descendants of Balthazar, immigrated to Nova Scotia 
as late New England Planters. They arrived with 
money and were looked on as the elite of the area. 
Nathan DeWolf, from whom I descend, had trained as 
a lawyer at Yale and held many responsible positions in 
the government of Nova Scotia. Descendants of this 
family were at various times elected and reelected as 
members of the provincial parliament. They filled 
positions of justice at the county court as  probate

judges, justices of the peace, high sheriff, coroner, post 
master, and collector of customs and excise,. Many 
have been medical practitioners, ministers of the 
church and some have been admitted to the bar. Both 
in America and Canada the DeWolfs are noted for their 
habits of enterprise and industry, their love of change 
and adventure, their domestic virtues, their numerous 
progeny, as also their health with frequent instances of 
longevity. 

Lydia Kirtland DeWolf’s  ancestors date back many 
generations in America. Some can be traced to the 
Royal lines of England. She married Robert Dickson, 
the son of Charles Dickson and Amelia Bishop  and 
was known to live in the refined manner of the 
DeWolfs. 

By Confederation in 1867, my line of these three 
Planter families, the Dicksons, Bishops, and 
DeWolfes were joined by marriage.  In the first 
Canadian generation Charles Dickson married Amelia 
Bishop.  Their son Robert Dickson married Lavinia 
DeWolf. Even though Charles Dickson had moved to 
Onslow from the original land grants in the Annapolis 
Valley contact was kept up probably because the three 
families were involved in the Legislature of Nova Scotia 
in the early days.  In the following generation, Sarah 
Amelia Dickson, daughter of Robert Dickson and 
Lavinia DeWolf Dickson married John Roach, the 
eldest son of Thomas Roach the representative of 
Cumberland County in the NS Legislature. John Roach 
died in 1862 and Sarah Amelia died in April 1867 so 
their son Elisha DeWolf Roach, my grandfather, was 
the only one in my line living  at the time of 
Confederation. 

Their contributions to the building of Canada were 
large.  Through ambition and hard work, these three 
families worked hard, not only farming, surveying, 
merchandising, lumbering, operating gristmills, building 
dykes, and building sailing ships, but also acting as 
lawyers, justices of the peace, postmasters, collectors 
of customs and many other community positions.

______________________________
7 Dewey, Emily McKay.  Descendants of Charles Dickson and Amelia Bishop Dickson. 1953.
8 Miller, Thomas. The Historical and Genealogical Record of the First Settlers of Colchester County, Nova Scotia. Truro NS: 1873.
9 New England Historic Genealogical Register.
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Mini	Tiree	Gathering	
by	NFHS	Member	Glenda	Franklin	

Tiree is a small Island in the Inner Hebrides, Argyllshire, Scotland. My 
great great grandfather Alexander McPhaden, born 1790, at Caolas, 
left Tiree around 1806 —earlier than most —and settled in Kenyon 
Township, Glengarry County, Ontario. A large group of families left 
Tiree in 1821 and settled in Brock Township, Ontario. Many other 
families left in the mid 1800’s, when the island’s over population, potato 
famine and economic depression produced poverty. These families 
settled in Canada, Australia and beyond. We were welcomed back to 
Tiree in 2006 and again in 2016, to celebrate our heritage, our home, 
our people. 

At the end of August, 2017, seven Tiree descendants gathered in Nanaimo. In the group photo of seven 
– Sharon Clayton of White Rock (clan Campbell-MacMillan), Allison McKinnon of Edmonton (clan 
McKinnon), Louise MacDougall of Vancouver (clan MacDougall), Leonna Bell of Australia (clan 
MacPhail), Robert MacPhail of Nanaimo (clan MacPhail), Sharon McFadyen of Victoria (clan McFadyen 
of Salum), Glenda McPhadden Franklin (clan McPhadden of Caolas, Tiree). Highlights of the gathering 
were listening to a 1981 BBC broadcast tape of emigration from Tiree to Canada, listening to Tiree 
music, and seeing Sharon and Bill’s twenty-five foot family tree. Allison provided a talk on preserving 
our heritage and stories and  Louise presented a song/poem. We enjoyed lunch at The Crow and Gate, 
travelled to Cathedral Grove and Coombs, took many group photos, and snacked on Nanaimo Bars in 
Nanaimo.

Wikipedia



AncesTree                                                                                             Volume 38—3      Fall  2017

Nanaimo Family History Society                           ISSN 1185-166X  (Print)/ISSN 1921-7889(Online)  10

NFHS MEMBERS’ ANCESTORS IN 1867
Where were your ancestors in Canada’s Confederation year, 1867? For some of you, your 
ancestors had already been in Canada helping to create an independent country. For others, your 
ancestors had yet to immigrate. 
In honour of Canada’s 150th anniversary, AncesTree in 2017 wants to explore all its members’ 
ancestral homes in 1867. If you haven’t already submitted your LATEST ANCESTORS ALIVE IN 
1867 (probably your 8 great grandparents, but possibly 16 gg grandparents or even 4 
grandparents), please do so for the remaining edition of AncesTree in 2017! Even if you know only 
one couple or one ancestor who was alive in 1867, add them to our chart!
Those members with ancestors in Canada before 1867 are found in red.

Glenda McPhadden 
Franklin

ancestors 
immigrated to 

Canada
1784,1792,1806, 

1815, 1842

Paternal G 
Grandparents

John McPhadden

Mary Morrison
1871

Mixed farmer 
and Maple 

Sugar 
Orchardist

Indian Lands, Kenyon 
Glengarry,  Ontario
Roxborough Stormont, 
Ontario

Paternal G
Grandparents

Donald Ray McLaurin

Catherine Jane  McNab
1878 Farmer 

Breadalbane, Lochiel, 
Glengarry, Ontario
Lochiel, Glengarry, Ont

Maternal G 
Grandparents

Caleb Gilbert Seay

Zillah Tripp

1875

Cheesemaker, 
Constable, 

Farmer
Dressmaker

Sidney, Hastings, Ontario

Tyendinaga, Hastings, Ontario

Maternal G 
Grandparents

Alfred Milligan
Flora Ann Parks 1874 Farmer Tyendinaga, Hastings, Ontario

Hungerford, Hastins, Ontario

MEMBER RELATION NAMES MARRIAGE
YEAR

ADULT
OCCUPATION 1867 LOCATION

Susan Garcia

ancestors 
immigrated to 

Canada
?

Paternal 
G Grandparent

Lucy Nahanee British Columbia

Paternal 
GG Grandparents

Robert Clarke
Annie Songhees 1861 Homesteader Vancouver Island

Paternal
GG Grandparents

Owen W Browne
Terese Aponi/Berra Berra 1869 Barber USA or BC

Hawaii or BC

Maternal
G Grandparents

John Coray
Annie Knott ? Miner Wales

Wales

Maternal
GG Grandparents

August Manske
Bertha Von Braun ? Belgen, modern day Germany

Belgen, modern day Germany

Lorie Heska

ancestors 
immigrated to 

Canada 
?

Paternal 
G Grandparents

Reuben John Harris
Annie Gudgin 1915 ? ?

Paternal 
G Grandparents

Andrew Mant
Sarah Ann Wiscombe ? ? ?

Yvonne Oliver

ancestors 
immigrated to 

Canada
1831, 1847, 1906, 

1913, 1915

Paternal G 
Grandparents

James E. Reid
Attilla Ida Shilson 1892 Farmer Leamington, Essex, Ontario

Paternal G
Grandparents

Charles E. Oliver
Helen L. Webster 1879 Lawyer, teacher, 

farmer
Pontiac, Oakland, Michigan, 
USA

Maternal G 
Grandparents

John Kynoch
Elizabeth Logan 1887 Sheep Herder Methlick, Aberdeenshire, 

Scotland

Maternal GG 
Grandparents

George Bailey
Ann Addy 1849 Coal miner Bradford, Yorkshire, England
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DID YOU KNOW .  . . 

The official colours of Canada, red and white, were adopted shortly after the First World 
War at the behest of King George V who wanted to honour the sacrifice of Canadian 
soldiers. George assumed Royal Arms for Canada and red and white were designated as 
the royal livery colours, red representing the blood shed by Canadians and white 
representing the bandages of the casualties. 

The maple leaf was adopted as Canada’s national badge following the tour of the Prince of Wales (later 
Edward VII) in 1860. Canadians at the time wished for a badge similar to the English rose, Welsh leek, 
Irish shamrock, Scottish thistle or French lily. The maple leaf was chosen to mark this choice, and the 
prince brought with him tableware decorated with the leaf. The tableware was used on his tour and 
given away as gifts.  Later in official recognition, the prince incorporated the symbol into his coronation 
invitation cards.

from Lennox, Doug. Now You Know Royalty, Dundurn Press, 2009.

MEMBER RELATION NAMES MARRIAGE
YEAR

ADULT
OCCUPATION 1867 LOCATION

Cheri Holder

ancestors 
immigrated to 

Canada
1790, 1796

Paternal GG 
Grandparents

Charles Bingham
Isabella. Stephenson ca 1860 Owner of 

General Store Osnabruck, Stormont, Ontario

Paternal GG 
Grandparents

John Johnston
Mary A. Morrow 1861 ? Armagh, Ireland

Paternal GG 
Grandparents

Joseph Andrew Cockburn
Eliza Keturah Andrews 1835 ? London, England

Paternal GG 
Grandparents

Thomas Coates
Lydia Ann Dickinson 1844 Farmer Home District, Ontario

Maternal GG 
Grandparents

William Whitely
Harriett Whiting ? ? Yorkshire, England

Maternal GG 
Grandparents

William Watson
Miriam King 1870 ? Berkshire, England

Maternal GG 
Grandparents

John Patrick Porter
Charlotte Bailey 1855 Photographic 

Artist England

Maternal GG 
Grandparents

Frederick William Carsley
Annie Russell 1871 Cotton 

Manufacturer Nottingham, England

Barbara Porter

ancestors 
immigrated to 

Canada 
1904,1911,1912, 1926

Paternal 
G Grandparents

Nicholas Coleopy
Hannah Anderson 1875

Military 6th Reg. 
of Foot London, England

Paternal 
G Grandparents

Alfred Dale Field
Alice Maria Ball 1891 House painter 

and decorator
Hounslow, Middlesex, 

England

Maternal 
G Grandparents

Joseph Trinder
Maria Puzey 1861 Ag Labourer Little Faringdon, Oxfordshire, 

England

Maternal 
G Grandparents

William Myson
Eliza Peters 1877 Brick maker

Bricklayer Horsham, Sussex, England

Joe Fort, husband of  
member Valerie Fort

Paternal G 
Grandparents

Joseph Harper
Jane ? 1872 Hotel owner Nanaimo, British Columbia
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DREW FAMILY FOLLOWUP
by NFHS Member Joanne Haug

As some of you may have heard, one of my relations (about whom I knew nothing) contacted NFHS last 
spring from Adelaide, Australia to see if perhaps any descendants of a Richard Drew  (1839-1914) were 
members. I came across a blip about it in an issue of AncesTree, and said, "Hey! That would be me!"  The 
ball was then in  motion. 

Greg Drew in Australia has been researching the family for over thirty years. He visited Sithney Parish in 
Cornwall, England and saw the beautifully restored Roseladden Mill where Thomas Drew (1778-1839) 
and his wife Jenifer (née James)  lived, worked and raised their children.
 
The following generations were almost exclusively miners. As the tin mining for which Cornwall was 
famous  came to an end, my family began to migrate.  Greg Drew, who visited in June, is a mine historian 
and is now writing a book exploring the Drew family migration. He is a direct descendant of William Drew, 
the youngest child of Thomas and Jenifer Drew. William went to South Australia. 

Another of Thomas and Jennifer’s children, Edwin Drew, ended up in Tombstone, Arizona and would 
have been there the same time as the shootout at the OK Corral. I wonder if he ever saw Wyatt Earp or 
had a drink in the saloon with Doc Holiday?? Another brother went to New Zealand and another ended up 
in California. Greg has also visited his descendants in San Jose, California.

I am a direct descendant of William's older brother, 
Thomas Drew (1809-1878), who immigrated to the 
United States with three of his children. His wife, 
Mary Ann Russell,  stayed in Cornwall for whatever 
reason. Thomas and Mary Ann’s 8th child, Richard, is 
my great great grandfather. He traveled from Cornwall 
around Cape Horn to Victoria arriving in 1860. He was 

a par t o f Rober t Brown 's 
Vancouver Island Exploring 
Expedition of 1864. They were 
commissioned to explore and 
map the south and central Island. 
Shortly afterwards, Richard, his 
wife and their child, Mary Jane, 
my great grandmother, (pictured 
left) moved to Nanaimo where Richard worked in the coal mines. My branch of the 
family all still live here in Nanaimo. 

I am so happy Greg Drew sent that inquiry from Adelaide and that David Blackbourn said I should come 
to some meetings. The fates all lined up — I got to meet some family and thanks to NFHS I am having a 
great adventure!

Nanaimo coal mine, 1868, as Richard 
Drew would have known it. 

“Not one of your pertinent ancestors was squashed, devoured, drowned, starved, stranded, stuck 
fast, untimely wounded or otherwise deflected from its life’s quest of delivering a tiny charge of 
genetic material to the right partner at the right moment in order to perpetuate the only possible 
sequence of hereditary combinations that could result — eventually, astoundingly and all too briefly — 
in you.”    																																																																																									   Bill Bryson — Anglo American author	

from A Short History of Nearly Everything
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A COLLECTION OF EARLY PHOTOGRAPHS SHARED 
BY MEMBERS OF NANAIMO FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY 

Faces of Our Ancestors

Some of Yvonne’s Oliver ancestors
Left: g uncle James Kynoch
Centre:  gg grandparents James George Oliver and Martha Hopkins
Right: g grandmother Helen Webster and g grandfather Charles Oliver with daughter, Rose Oliver.

from NFHS member Yvonne Oliver

FACES OF OUR ANCESTORS continue on page 14

Yvonne’s great aunts and 
uncles chi ldren of James 
Gordon Oliver and Martha 
Hopkins:

Back L to R: Ann, Charles, 
Frances, William, and Caroline

Front L to R: John, Hattie, 
Jeannie, Emma, and Edward
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Lorie’s paternal grandparents, 
Florence Mant and John (Jack) 
Harris,  in their 1915 wedding 
picture. Jack was a farmer so Lorie 
wonders how much wear the 
snazzy suit received!

Early life on the prairies … Strathclair, Manitoba 
and above is the early home of Sharon’s great 
grandfather, John Morrison, pictured with his 
children Johnny, George, Maria, and Maggie. By 
the time the photo to the right was taken, the big 
house that Sharon remembers is built — life is 
good!

from NFHS member Sharon Davison

from NFHS member Lorie Heshka

Above are Gloria’s 3rd great grandparents, 
Nancy Walden Meyers (1803-1888) and Caleb 
Gilbert (1800-1872). The couple lived in Sidney 
Township, Hastings, Ontario and were married in 
1822 at Belleville, Ontario. Caleb was a farmer 
and justice of the peace.

from NFHS member Gloria Franklin
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 NEWS BRIEFS 

NEWS BRIEFS continue on page 16

LIBRARY AND ARCHIVES CANADA

• the 1921 Canada census has now been launched at LAC. Previously the census was 
available only at Ancestry, but it is now free to explore.

• A great collection of Canadian immigration posters has been posted on Flicker by LAC. 
LAC writes: A large-scale advertising effort coalesced into a government campaign 
using posters and other approaches, such as public lectures, in a variety of languages, 
offering free land in the Canadian Prairies. Major transportation companies in shipping 
and rail helped promote the immigration message. Canada’s first major immigration 
effort lasted into the 1930s. 

• personnel records from WWI continue to be digitized and available on line.  As well as 
attestation papers which have been on line for some time, all documents in individual 
files are now available for surnames A to R. These files contain correspondence and 
service records. Look for a PDF format Digitized Service File link on an individual 
serviceman’s page.

MY HERITAGE ACQUIRES LEGACY FAMILY TREE MAKER
Millennia Corporation, makers of Legacy Family Tree genealogy software has been 
purchased by My Heritage whose blog states:

“Legacy Family Tree software will continue operating as before, enjoying improvements backed 
by MyHeritage’s innovative technological resources. We plan to release a new version of Legacy 
Family Tree software, Legacy Family Tree 10, together. Version 10 will include the optional 
capability to sync family trees to the MyHeritage website and allow users to make updates to 
their family trees on the Legacy software using the MyHeritage mobile app.”

FAMILYSEARCH CURTAILS MICROFILM DISTRIBUTION
As of September 7, 2017, FamilySearch will no longer distribute microfilms with the rationale 
that the technology is rapidly becoming obsolete. The content of the microfilms is now being 
digitized with 2020 as the completion date for all digitizing.

In a news release, FamilySearch advises: “"When approved by priesthood leaders, centers 
may continue to maintain microfilm collections already on loan from FamilySearch  after 
microfilm ordering ends. Centers have the option to return microfilm that is available online or 
otherwise not needed. As more images are published online, centers may reevaluate whether 
to retain microfilm holdings.”

To find these digitized films, NFHS member Bud Pennington writes: “Search the catalogue for 
what you want and if there is a camera icon beside it, click on the camera and that will take 
you to the images on that film. The bad news is that if you try this from your home, you will 
likely get a message saying that that you need to go to a Family History Centre to see the 
images. The good news is that if you bring your laptop to the centre, once you connect though 
the FHC wireless, you can view and save the images to your own computer.”

https://www.flickr.com/photos/lac-bac/sets/72157686217853525
https://www.flickr.com/photos/lac-bac/sets/72157686217853525
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NEWS BRIEFS continued from page 15

NEWS BRIEFS continue on page 17

VIMY RIDGE ASSOCIATION COLOURIZED IMAGES

To commemorate the 100th anniversary of Vimy Ridge and Canada’s 
150th anniversary, the Vimy Ridge Association has embarked on a 
project to colourize 150 images of the First World War.

CANADA’S DNA

To commemorate Canada’s 150th anniversary, Ancestry studied the DNA of more than 70,000 
Canadians with the results shown below. It is interesting to note that the most common 
Canadian DNA among the 70,000 analyzed is continental European DNA at 46%, followed by 
British, Irish or Scottish at 43%. Specific areas are listed below. Remember that the chart 
represents only those Canadians who submitted their DNA samples to Ancestry.

http://www.vimyfoundation.ca/projects/explore/
http://www.vimyfoundation.ca/projects/explore/


AncesTree                                                                                                              Volume 38—3     Fall  2017

 Nanaimo Family History Society                           ISSN 1185-166X (Print)/ISSN 1921-7889 (Online)  17

NEWS BRIEFS continued from page 16

THE BEAVER ONLINE ARCHIVES

The Canadian history magazine The Beaver (renamed Canada’s History in 
2010) has now archived more than ninety years of publications. The 
collection can be freely browsed on line. To date almost seventy percent of 
The Beaver’s content has been digitized. At first you will see the first issue of 
Beaver through which you can browse, but finding all the other issues is a 
little trickier. Look for the “Canadian History Archive featuring The Beaver” in 
the top left corner of the screen. Click on this and a pop up window will be 
revealed that will enable you to access all the digitized issues.

COMMONWEALTH WAR GRAVES COMMISSION SEEKS DESCENDANTS

Contact with family members of some WWI and WWII casualties who served with British and 
Irish regiments is sought by the Commission. Family surnames sought are Brown, 
Campbell, Finnegan, Friel, George, Jackson, Loraine, Lumsden, Mason, McNulty, 
Quinn, and Thompson. Further information on specific individuals is available at the CWGC 
website.

GERMAN ANCESTORS?

The Edmonton branch of the Alberta Genealogical Society has placed on line newsletters that 
provide German genealogy resources. The newsletter My German Roots is a quarterly 
publication by a German special interest group with the Edmonton branch. Sixteen issues are 
currently available and easily read as they are in PDF format.

METIS NATIONS
The Metis Nation of Ontario has placed online “packages” of detailed ancestry pertaining to 
many families with Ontario Metis roots. Since Metis scrip documentary does not exist in 
Ontario as it does for families in Western Canada, the need for documenting Ontario Métis 
ancestry has arisen. The extensive family “packages” found at this site are freely 
downloadable.

ROYAL BANK LISTS EMPLOYEES WHO SERVED IN WWI AND WWII
1,500 Royal Bank employees enlisted for active service during WWI, and an estimated seventy-
four percent of male employees enlisted during WWII. Details of those who gave their lives are 
found on the RBC Remembrance Page.

GLENGARRY ONTARIO COUNTY ARCHIVES
The largest archives in Ontario has launched a new website containing a listing of its entire 
holdings and back issues of The Glengarry News, 1892-1956.

NEWS BRIEFS continue on page 18

https://canadashistory.partica.online/canadas-history/the-beaver-october-1920/flipbook
http://www.cwgc.org/news-events/news/2017/8/appeal-for-relatives-august-2017-3.aspx
http://www.glengarrycountyarchives.ca
http://www.rbc.com/history/celebrating-our-history/in-remembrance/index.html
http://www.glengarrycountyarchives.ca
http://edmontongenealogy.ca/special-interest-groups/germany/
http://www.rbc.com/history/celebrating-our-history/in-remembrance/index.html
https://canadashistory.partica.online/canadas-history/the-beaver-october-1920/flipbook
http://www.metisnation.org
http://www.metisnation.org
http://www.cwgc.org/news-events/news/2017/8/appeal-for-relatives-august-2017-3.aspx
http://edmontongenealogy.ca/special-interest-groups/germany/
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ONTARIO GENEALOGY SOCIETY TO FACILITATE CANADIAN HEADSTONES
In September, the OGS eNewsletter reported the takeover of Canadian Headstones:

The Ontario Genealogical Society is excited to 
welcome Canadian Headstones.com into its family.  
Effective immediately, OGS assumes responsibility for 
the operation of Canadian Headstones.com and its 
namesake website, canadianheadstones.com, 
ensuring the continuation and growth of Canada’s 
premier collection of headstone photographs and 
transcriptions.   Access to the site and its information 
will remain free to all researchers.

NEWS BRIEFS continued from page 17

HISTORIC VANCOUVER BUILDING PERMITS
Early 20th century Vancouver building permits are now freely accessible through UBC. The 
building permits database is easily searchable and contains transcripts of building permits 
from 1901 to the 1920’s. The UBC library blog states

The  searchable database, that was created by painstakingly  transcribing hand-written city 
ledgers found within the City of Vancouver archives allows for users to find key information about 
particular buildings in Vancouver. The ledgers provide some, but not all the information that 
would have been included in the individual permit document.

DAVE OBEE 2017 WINNER OF BILL GOOD AWARD
Dave Obee, a frequent speaker at NFHS meetings, has been awarded the 
2017 Bill Good Award. The award is given to journalists, builders, 
broadcasters, or educators who have made significant contributions to the 
community or in the field of journalism. Dave has been a journalist since 1972, 
and since 1997 has been with Victoria’s Times Colonist.

Dave is known internationally for his genealogy expertise having given around 
600 talks to various groups. His website, CanGenealogy provides a wealth of 
Canadian genealogy sources.

PAT SAJAK AND GENEALOGY
If you’re a Wheel of Fortune fan, you might be interested in a story about Pat 
Sajak and his family discovery.  The complete story “Pat Sajak’s Letter ‘D’ in 
Poland” details Sajak’s loss of the letter “d” in his name, which was originally 
spelled “Sadjak” and new knowledge about his grandfather, Joseph Sajak. 
On a trip to Poland to help launch a Polish version of Sajak’s popular game 
show, the host found himself wandering back through his ancestry. 

http://www.cangenealogy.com
http://www.cangenealogy.com
http://headstones.com/
http://headstones.com/
http://ogs.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3e3cad1080cdad19159195373&id=0af58ff42f&e=6eadf3964f
http://headstones.com/
http://headstones.com/
http://ogs.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3e3cad1080cdad19159195373&id=0af58ff42f&e=6eadf3964f
http://permits.heritagevancouver.org
http://vancouver.ca/your-government/city-of-vancouver-archives.aspx
http://permits.heritagevancouver.org
http://vancouver.ca/your-government/city-of-vancouver-archives.aspx
https://ricochet.com/453129/pat-sajak-poland/
https://ricochet.com/453129/pat-sajak-poland/
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Web Updates
Ancestry (subscription)	

Canada BC Estate Files 1859-1949 (browse only)
Canada Wesleyan Methodist Baptismal Register 1828-1910
Manitoba Census Indexes 1832-1856 and 1870
Manitoba Baptisms, Marriages, and Burials 1834-1959
Saskatchewan [Roman] Catholic Marriages and Burials 1867-1932
Saskatchewan Cemetery Transcriptions 1850-1994
Sweden Church Records 1451-1943

FamilySearch (free)
Canada New Brunswick Saint John Burial Permits 1889-1919
Ireland Civil Registrations 1845-1958
Denmark Census 1925
Staffordshire Church Records 1538-1944

findmypast (subscription)
Canada 1851 Census
Canada New Brunswick County Deed Registry Books (browse only)
Canada RCMP Obitiuary Card Index 1876-2007 (browse only)
New Zealand University Graduates 1870-1963

LDS LIBRARY HOURS
The Nanaimo LDS library is open from 10:00 to 2:00 on Tuesday and Wednesday. The library 
is located at 2424 Glen Eagle Crescent.

Free Federation of Family History Societies Genealogy Guide
Two useful guides are available for free download. Two guides, one with an updated, 2017,  links list for UK 
research and the other for Australia.

The Ancestor Hunt
This site lists freely accessible archived newspapers from across Canada.

Views on the CPR Winnipeg to Vancouver 1887
An interesting collection of photographs freely accessible from  the UBC open collections.

FreeCen
A newly launched website that allows free access to English, Irish, and Scottish census returns. Currently 
there are about 32 million entries.  Volunteers are needed to continue building the collection.

ScotlandsPeople (pay site)
More than 36000 Presbyterian church records (1744-1855) have been added to the site.

Tracing London Convicts in Britain & Australia 1780-1925
This is an excellent site, freely searchable. After searching a name, information about the crime and 
punishment is documented with information from Old Bailey records and often with links to the original Old 
Bailey records.

https://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk
http://search.ancestry.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=9806
http://search.ancestry.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=9194
http://search.ancestry.ca/search/db.aspx?dbid=61494
http://search.ancestry.ca/search/db.aspx?dbid=61513
http://search.ancestry.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=61499
http://search.ancestry.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=61500
http://search.ancestry.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=2225
https://familysearch.org/search/collection/2250090?collectionNameFilter=false
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/1408347
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/2718007?collectionNameFilter=false
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/2364451
http://www.findmypast.com/articles/world-records/full-list-of-canadian-records/census-land-and-substitutes/canada-census-1851
http://search.findmypast.com/search-world-records/new-brunswick-county-deed-registry-books-image-browse
http://search.findmypast.com/search-world-records/royal-canadian-mounted-police-obituary-card-index-and-notices-1876-2007-browse
http://search.findmypast.com/search-world-Records/new-zealand-university-graduates-1870-1963
https://www.digitalpanopticon.org
http://www.ffhs.org.uk/tips/guides.php
http://www.theancestorhunt.com/blog/canada-online-historical-newspaper-links#.Wa8d6VKZOFB
https://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk
http://www.theancestorhunt.com/blog/canada-online-historical-newspaper-links#.Wa8d6VKZOFB
https://open.library.ubc.ca/collections/langmann/items/1.0053388#p3z-5r0f:
https://www.digitalpanopticon.org
https://www.google.ca/maps/place/2424+Glen+Eagle+Crescent,+Nanaimo,+BC+V9T+4J6/@49.2048644,-124.0000011,17z/data=%213m1%214b1%214m2%213m1%211s0x5488a21ef44d5111:0x3842f687de0f0911%20
http://www.ffhs.org.uk/tips/guides.php
http://search.ancestry.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=9806
http://search.ancestry.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=9194
http://search.ancestry.ca/search/db.aspx?dbid=61494
http://search.ancestry.ca/search/db.aspx?dbid=61513
http://search.ancestry.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=61499
http://search.ancestry.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=61500
http://search.ancestry.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=2225
https://familysearch.org/search/collection/2250090?collectionNameFilter=false
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/1408347
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/2718007?collectionNameFilter=false
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/2364451
http://www.findmypast.com/articles/world-records/full-list-of-canadian-records/census-land-and-substitutes/canada-census-1851
http://search.findmypast.com/search-world-records/new-brunswick-county-deed-registry-books-image-browse
http://search.findmypast.com/search-world-records/royal-canadian-mounted-police-obituary-card-index-and-notices-1876-2007-browse
http://search.findmypast.com/search-world-Records/new-zealand-university-graduates-1870-1963
https://open.library.ubc.ca/collections/langmann/items/1.0053388#p3z-5r0f:
https://www.freecen.org.uk
https://www.freecen.org.uk
https://www.google.ca/maps/place/2424+Glen+Eagle+Crescent,+Nanaimo,+BC+V9T+4J6/@49.2048644,-124.0000011,17z/data=%213m1%214b1%214m2%213m1%211s0x5488a21ef44d5111:0x3842f687de0f0911%20
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Future Guest Speakers

Monday, Oct 16, 2017
Mary Anne Forbes’s Father

Catherine Whiteley

H i s n a m e w a s 
George — but which 
G e o r g e F o r b e s ?  
And how could I 
prove it?  

This presentat ion 
follows my twisting 
path to answering 

those two questions.   Vital records, land 
records, military records and more were 
required.

Monday, November 20, 2017
Canadian Letters and Images Project

Dr. Stephen Davies

Dr. Stephen Davies 
will describe the 
letters project for 
the benefit of our 
newer members 
and g ive us an 
u p d a t e o n t h e 
progress o f the 
project.

Monday, December 11, 2017 
Christmas Social 

2:00 p.m.

Do you have ideas for future 
guest speakers? If you have 
a name or a topic in mind, 
please let a member of our 
executive know!

Don’t forget to arrive early at each of our 
meetings and join our round table 
discussions between 6:00 and 7:00. 

6:00-6:30: Writers’ Corner
6:30-7:00: Mini How-To Sessions

Meet members who share your interests or 
who can assist you with your research. Our 
“mini-library” is available at this time.

Did you know . . 

Our society has 12 generation blank pedigree charts on sale at each 
meeting. These charts are ideal for beginners and “seasoned” 
genealogists who prefer to consult a paper visual rather than a smaller 
on-screen version.

Here’s our president displaying her hard work! Talk to Sharon about how 
the chart helps her research. See Jocelyn Howat to purchase one.
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MEET MY ANCESTOR CONTEST 2017 
Nanaimo Family History Society 

Nanaimo Family History Society members are invited to enter a “Meet My Ancestor” contest.  $100.00  
will be awarded to the entrant whose entry, in the opinion of the judging  panel, best meets the contest 
criteria.  The prize will be awarded only if we receive at least four entries.  

A CHOICE OF TOPIC 
Two topics for you to choose from this year. The first topic is in honour of Canada’s 150th anniversary 
and the second is for those of you with a special item that belonged to an  ancestor. We’ve provided 
you with some guide questions, but you do not need, necessarily, to follow these guide questions. 

1.   My Ancestors Chose Canada 
•     from where and when did they emigrate? why? 

•     why did they choose Canada? 

•     had this place been their home for long? 

•     how did they travel? passenger ship? overland? 

•     did they migrate between places in Canada? 

2.   An Heirloom’s Tale 
•  Is there an heirloom in your family’s possession 

that can tell a tale about your family? Perhaps 
it’s a piece of china, a ticket stub, a ship’s menu, 
a piece of clothing, a toy?  Who are the people 
to whom it belonged? What is their story? 

Entries are to be submitted to Nanaimo Family History 
Society and received by midnight, December 31, 2017.  
Submit entries by email to the NFHS or by hand to a 
member of the NFHS executive. 

The winning entry will be announced at the Annual General 
Meeting in February, 2018, and will be published in the 
spring edition of AncesTree. Other submitted entries, at the 
Ancestree editor’s discretion, will be published in later 
editions of our society’s journal. Entries may be edited as 
necessary  before publication in AncesTree.

CONTEST  CRITERIA 

1. The author is a current member of 
Nanaimo Family History Society on 
December 31, 2017. 

2. The entry has not been previously 
published. 

3. The entry is an interesting, coherent 
read with a specific focus of 
genealogical interest. 

4. The entry demonstrates the reader’s 
methods of research including any 
problems encountered and their 
resolution. 

5. The entry includes family tree diagrams 
and/or photograph(s) and/or other 
illustrations if appropriate. These visuals 
are appropriately placed to support the 
context of the entry. 

6. The length of the entry is not more than 
3000 words and not less than 1000 
words (rough count!). 

7. The entry includes footnotes and 
sources as necessary. 

mailto:info@nanaimofamilyhistory.ca?subject=Writing%20Contest%20attn:%20C.%20Kemp
mailto:info@nanaimofamilyhistory.ca?subject=Writing%20Contest%20attn:%20C.%20Kemp
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Who says genealogists take a vacation?  Judging 
from the numerous emails I’ve received, the summer 
months were genealogically productive ones! 

Your editor is very grateful to all the many members 
who contributed to this issue.  More and more 
members are submitting articles, pictures, and links 
to AncesTree — this makes your editor’s job so much 
easier. Thank you very much!!

We are looking forward to reading this year’s contest 
entries and publishing them next year.  Don’t forget 
about our contest detailed on the previous page — 
deadline for submission is midnight, December 31st. 

We’d like to continue our “Ancestors in 1867” chart in 
the next issue. Please consider contributing your 
family lines even if you’ve researched only one line!

If you have a submission, please forward it to our 
society — mark clearly in the subject line of your 
email that your article is for AncesTree. If you haven’t 
received an acknowledgement from your editor within 
a day or two, please resend the submission.

A busy summer in genealogy for our 
members! Here are two more breakthroughs!
from Aleda Spring
I have made some amazing discoveries this summer 
about my ancestry.  I hired a private researcher in 
Serbia to investigate for me.  He has done a 
preliminary search and found numerous birth 
registrations of my ancestors.

The most interesting is my grandfather, Adam 
Zikman, born 1886 in Grebenat. There has always 
been a bit of a mystery about my grandfather.  He had 
a half brother — same mother but different fathers.  
We knew nothing about either father.  My 
grandfather's death registration states his father was 
Tomas Zikman.  This was the only reference I have 
ever found regarding his father.  We also knew there 
was some connection to a family named Birka, but we 
didn't know where it fit in.  It turns out that my 
grandfather was the illegitimate son of Paraschiva 
Zikman and Toma Birka.  I also received the birth 
registration for my grandfather's brother, so I now 
know he is the legitimate son of Paraschiva and 
Petru Zikman.

The researcher was afraid I might be upset by this 
information.  On the contrary, I am delighted as it 
solves a huge mystery for me.  As we all know, 
ancestry is about finding and documenting facts.  I 
now have the documentation I thought I would never 
get.

My researcher will continue his investigation in mid 
September and hopefully find more information for me.   
He also gives guided tours of Eastern Europe.  My 
husband and I are going there next June and this 
researcher will be our guide through Romania, Serbia 
and Croatia.  Our tour will include Grebenat, the 
village where my grandparents were born.

I am so excited, this will be the trip of a lifetime for us.  

from Wilfred Phillips 
Just a note of my summer ancestry discoveries. My 
Ancestry DNA test results came back. You may be 
aware that my research has focused on my father's 
Phillips side. It was my goal that my DNA results would 
get me closer to my father's family. 

One hit did find a Phillips connection in Australia, but 
there may be more research on that family needed. I 
was surprised to get my results back as 46% European 
Jews, 37% British, and 17% other regions. My mother's 
DNA was very dominant here. 

In order to dig deeper into these results, I was required 
to join Ancestry for one year. One close match came 
with a cousin in Oregon who was not connected to 
either the Phillips or Baruch line but to my maternal 
grandmother's Henry Thomas Thrift family. I did make a 
call to this cousin about the family connection and 
offered any help she needed.  The search goes on.

MEMBERS’ MISCELLANY

EDITOR’S NOTES

Jacquie Jessup recommends . . . 

an interesting story about Alice Collins 
Piebach, whose DNA test created more 
mystery for her.  The complete story by Libby 
Copelan in the Washington Post is available 
on line. This is a long article, but worth reading 
to the end with its rather surprising information 
about Piebach’s family.

https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/2017/lifestyle/she-thought-she-was-irish-until-a-dna-test-opened-a-100-year-old-mystery/?utm_term=.bc36ade180ef
https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/2017/lifestyle/she-thought-she-was-irish-until-a-dna-test-opened-a-100-year-old-mystery/?utm_term=.bc36ade180ef
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AncesTree

Nanaimo Family History Society
PO BOX 1027
Nanaimo BC V9R 5Z2 

Email:            info@nanaimofamilyhistory.ca	

Web Page:     www.nanaimofamilyhistory.ca

Nanaimo Family History Society
Executive 2017

			President Sharon Davison 
   Vice President Penny Bent
   Secretary Dave Blackbourn
   Treasurer Jocelyn Howat
   Program Director Maureen Wootten
   Membership Director Donna MacIver 
   Director at Large         Janis Nelson 
   Director at Large         Wilfred Phillips
   AncesTree Editor        Carolyn Kemp
   Webmaster Dean Ford

Fall Seminar 
Maritime Heritage Centre — Rotary Hall 

Saturday, November 18, 2017   9:30 a.m.—3:00 p.m.    $60.00

Keynote Speaker: Dave Obee 

• DNA A Dozen Reasons to Get Moving with Genetic Genealogy 
• Genealogy by Google 
• A Sense of Place and Time: Putting Ancestors in Context 
• Searching Forward 

More Information at Registration Site  

Unlocking the Past 
2018 Qualicum Beach FHS Conference 

April 20th and 21st 2018 
The Beach Club Resort, Parksville

Keynote Speakers: 
• Thomas MacEntee 
• Lesley Anderson 
• Tara Shymanski 

More Information at QBFHS  

http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~bccrgc/DaveObeeSeminarRegistration2017.html
mailto:info@nanaimofamilyhistory.ca
http://www.nanaimofamilyhistory.ca
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~bccrgc/DaveObeeSeminarRegistration2017.html
http://www.qbfhs.ca/workshops/unlocking-the-past-2018-conference/
http://www.qbfhs.ca/workshops/unlocking-the-past-2018-conference/
mailto:info@nanaimofamilyhistory.ca
http://www.nanaimofamilyhistory.ca

